
S.A.R.
SEARCH  AND  RESCUE

WRITTEN BY
SARAPHINA REDALIEU

ONE HOUR
PROCEDURAL PILOT
BASED ON REAL EVENTS



S.A.R
SEARCH AND RESCUE

S.A.R.  is an hour-long procedural adventure drama that follows Skyler, a once
bold adrenaline-junkie turned traumatized avalanche survivor as she’s brought

back into the folds of a search and rescue operation to assist in a harrowing
mission in the Black Canyon of the Gunnison.

SEASON ONE is set in Colorado’s Black Canyon of the Gunnison, the most
dangerous climbing area you’ve never heard of. It epitomizes adventure climbing
in North America. Some areas of the canyon are so difficult to get to, rescues can

take days.

Working a search and rescue operation requires intense physical capabilities,
technical rope management skills, and the grit to put in long hours in the most

gnarly of conditions. This isn’t your Granny’s procedural drama– S.A.R. is the last
line of defense, they’re the people you call when there’s no one left.
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THE STORY
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When we first meet Skyeler, she’s a high-intensity ski-mountaineer and rock climber, willing
to toe the line in search of high peaks and impressive ascents. She and her fiancée, Tim, are

attempting to ski the iconic Coors Face on Wilson Peak when they trigger a massive
avalanche just below the couloir, causing both of them to get caught and buried.

18 months later, Skyeler has recovered, mostly. Tim didn’t make it. Since the avalanche,
Skye’s been drifting from climbing destination to climbing destination, unable to perform
athletically and haunted by Tim’s death– which she believes to be her fault. While she’s

parked outside The Black Canyon of the Gunnison, she gets a knock on her van door from
A.J., a member of the Black Canyon Search and Rescue team and the person Skye was

having an affair with prior to Tim’s death. 

A climber fell 30ft and was left unresponsive by their partner over 100ft up the cliff, and A.J.
needs help with the rescue. Because Skye’s been drifting for the last year and a half, she

needs the small paycheck that accompanies working this op. She accepts, and she’s thrown
back into the high-stakes S.A.R. operation with many familiar faces. Most of whom haven’t

seen her since Tim’s funeral.

Skye and A.J. work through problem after problem to get the injured climber off the wall and
into a safe zone for a helicopter to land in order to save the climber’s life. Skyeler all the while

having to confront the accident that changed her life and the part she played in it.



TONE  & STYLE 
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MEETS

What if  THE PITT and TRACKER went off into the backcountry and
had a adrenaline-junkie baby whose favorite past-time was dangling

off a 1,000ft cliff in a remote canyon in Colorado? That’s S.A.R.
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Through visuals, S.A.R. will epitomize action and adventure. Quick
cutting, dynamic picture, and delicious color will show off all of the beauty

and terror of the natural world. It will be a steady reminder that the
mountains are in charge, and that any adventure without incident is a

blessed one.

This series is about guilt. The guilt that drives us and the guilt the
paralyzes us. It’s the replaying of the moments before disaster over and
over again in your head when you can’t sleep. It asks the question: how
many rescue missions does it take to make up for the ones you failed to
save? This is a deeply human story wrapped up in a survivors desire to

move on from the past and save the relationships she’s still tethered to. It
will have you on the edge of your seat one minute, and walking away with

the taste of dirt in your mouth the next.



Perseverance, grit, and determination
fuel the members of S.A.R. to race

against time to pull of daring rescues.
All episodes are based off of real

accidents and rescue operations.

S.A.R.
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CHARACTERS SKYELER
Over-stoker and over confident– always

looking to find the line

Self esteem comes from her ability to achieve
in the mountains

Prior to getting caught and buried in an
Avalanche, she was fueled by adrenaline

After losing her fiancée in an avalanche, she’s
haunted by the trauma of the event and the

role she played in it
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CHARACTERS
A.J.
Former military climbing and skiing guide

Arrogant and short-fused with a heart of gold

If you asked him, the only time he’s felt alive is when he’s in
danger of dying

Lives and breathes efficiency, redundancy, and complicated
rope systems

Blew up his marriage with Michelle because he was having
an affair with Skye during a season of B.C.S.A.R.

Trying to keep his prescription drug problem under control
(and keep it from the rest of the team)
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CHARACTERS

BRADYBRADY
Head of B.C.S.A.R.
Michelle’s older brother
Caught in the push/pull of needing
more S.A.R. members with the inability
to pay them

Head of B.C.S.A.R.
Michelle’s older brother
Caught in the push/pull of needing
more S.A.R. members with the inability
to pay them

MICHELLEMICHELLE
Montrose City Manager

A.J.’s ex-wife
Resents B.C.S.A.R. for the
financial strain on the
town and for certain
members actions

Montrose City Manager
A.J.’s ex-wife
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