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FADE | N:
EXT. SCOITS HOUSE - DAY
SUPER: SI QUX FALLS, SD, 7-1-1984

This post-Wrld War 1 house near downtown features grass that
doesn't | ook green enough to be grass.

In the backyard, BEVERLEY SCOIT (38, talkative), her husband
JOE BOB SCOIT (42, introverted), and their daughter SENATOBI A
MARI E "TOBEY" SCOIT (15, dogged) sit on |ounge chairs.

Al three Scotts are Asian Anmericans/Pacific |slanders.

And they' re dressed to beat this July heat.

Beverley knits a scarf while she eyeballs Joe Bob, who reads
the city's paper, the "Argus Leader."

BEVERLEY
Joe Bob...why don't we have a
party?

Joe Bob | ooks up at Beverl ey.

JCE BOB
A what ?

BEVERLEY
Joe Bob, | said "a party." What do
you t hi nk?

JCE BOB

I think knittin' a wool scarf on a
hot July day done got you under the

i nfl uence.
BEVERLEY

It'Il just be a small party...
JOE BOB

How conme? To cel ebrate the heat?

Joe Bob offers the "Argus Leader's" sports section to Tobey,
who takes it while Joe Bob returns to reading the newspaper's
ot her sections.

BEVERLEY
How about a party just to have one?

JCE BOB
That's no reason. And besides, they
cost a whole | ot of dough.



JOE BOB( CONT' D)
G mMme sonethin' to celebrate, then
"Il party.

Beverl ey | ooks at Tobey, then at Joe Bob.

BEVERLEY
How about a party to celebrate
Tobey' s band?

Joe Bob | ooks up from his newspaper.

JCE BOB

I"m already cel ebratin' Tobey's
band.

(w pes his forehead)
She' s supposed to cel ebrate by
nmowi n' | awmns and babysittin' and
payin' me off for that ol d-
fashi oned upright | got her at the
garage sale at Forty-Fifth and
Cat hy.

BEVERLEY
She' Il get jobs when peopl e hear
how good she is...and that's al
she needs. W could have Vicki and
Charlie and D anne and Mark
and...well, the whol e nei ghborhood!

JCE BOB
And how ' bout invitin' M chael
Jackson and Brooke Shields and Joan
Col l'i ns?
(w pes forehead again)
What am | sayin'? Who's gonna wanna
see a ragtinme band? Here in Sioux

Fal | s?
TOBEY
We can invite Lucianna's and Jody's
fol ks- -
BEVERLEY
Tobeeeey!

Tobey | ooks anused.

BEVERLEY ( CONT' D)
W coul d get sone ribs and put 'em
on the grill.

TOBEY
Hanmbur gers, hot dogs. ..



BEVERLEY
Tobeeeey!
(sets knitting aside)
In the back, Joe Bob. Ri ght here,
not hing fancy...IT S NOT LIKE
BARBARA MANDRELL CAME TO TOMWN!

JOE BOB

Quit yellin', Beverley.
BEVERLEY

" msorry.
TOBEY

Wiy don't we invite M. Meierhenry?

BEVERLEY
Dr. Meierhenry. And that sounds
li ke a wi nner.

JCE BOB
Yeah...like George McGovern in '72.
That Meierhenry only goes out for
| ectures 'bout diseases that hit
crabgr ass.

BEVERLEY
Then it's settled? Let's party!

I NT. SCOITS KITCHEN - DAY

It's the norning of the party...and in this relatively state-
of -the-art kitchen, Beverley argues with her sister, VICKI
LEVASA SWOBODA (37).

MAI'N TI TLES APPEAR OVER ACTI ON.

BEVERLEY
What are you doing with that Jell-0O
sal ad?

VI CKI

What do you think I'mdoing with
the Jel | -0O sal ad?

Vicki's nolded it into...a banjo!

BEVERLEY
You're nolding it into a banjol!

VI CKI
Vell, right on!



BEVERLEY
Tobey doesn't play the banjo. She
pl ays the piano!

VI CKI
Well, a banjo isn't exactly a
sophi sti cated nouse trap

BEVERLEY
Wiy don't you make a col e sl aw
pi ano? For Tobey?

VI CKI
My cousin Tobey will go head over
heel s over this Jell-0O banjo!

BEVERLEY
Yeah, but she'd be ecstatic over a
Jel | - O pi ano!

Tobey and Joe Bob stand at the kitchen door. The hostilities
bring a smle to her face.

EXT. SCOITS HOUSE - DAY
In the backyard, Tobey (now in her school clothes) turns to

see JODY BOOVSMA (16; a confident, cute girl) and her father,
GREG BOOVBMA (37, jovial).

JODY
Hey, Tobey, where you want the
druns?
TOBEY
How ' bout...over here?
JODY
Not in the sun, Tobey. It'Il be too

hot .
Instead, they set up under a neighbor's tree, near the fence.
GREG
You all fired up for your first
audi ence, Tobey?
Tobey, Greg, and Jody set up in a fair anmpount of tine.

TOBEY
Vel | ...sure! How about you, Jody?



JODY
| hear how we sound. Then

Wa [ 1
be excited.

it
[

G NO ANDREUCCI (40, witty; say "an DROO chee") cones around

back with an anp.

G no's wife, REG NA BAZLER- ANDREUCCI (42, down-to-Earth),

follows himwi th an electric guitar in its case.

Not far behind them Their daughter, LUCH ANNA LORETTA "LUCI"
ANDREUCCI (15, insecure), who totes a full banjo case.

TOBEY

W' re gonna be fantastic!
G NO

(to Tobey)

Sure you are!
LUCI ANNA

H, Tobe. |I'm nervous. You nervous?
TOBEY

Not ne.
JODY

Wll...alittle.
REA NA

You shoul dn't be nervous. You've
been doing nore practicing than the
United States O ynpic team

LUCI ANNA
It hasn't been that bad, Mm

REG NA
Well, for a bunch of kids who play
ragti me, you sure play I|oud.

A NO
Now, Regi na- -

REG NA
You' re not honme when they practi ce.

A nervous Regi na eyeballs the teenagers.



REG NA ( CONT' D)
I"msorry, kids. It's not that
you're not fine nusicians, but the
noi se...nusic...is a bit too nuch
for our small house.

TOBEY
We'll try to keep it down, Ms.
Bazl er - Andr eucci .

Regi na pats Tobey on the shoul der.

REG NA
Your momin the house, Tobey? I
wanna see if there's anything | can
do to help.
(heads for the house)
Have fun today!

As Regina wal ks toward the house, Geg, G no, Tobey, Jody,
and Luci anna nove the Scotts' 1900-29 upright piano fromthe
side of the house to a spot next to the drum set.

LUCI ANNA
What's in here, Tobey...bricks?

Wth the piano now in place, DI ANNE LEVASA RAWSON (20s), her
husband MARK RAWSON (20s), their daughter DI ANNE RAWSON JR.
(3), and their son MARK RAWSON JR. (4) arrive.

Mark Jr. and Dianne Jr. rush past NEI GHBORS to reach the
Scotts' backyard.

D anne hugs Tobey, then Mark gives Tobey his own hug.

DI ANNE
Hear you're gonna be a star, Tobey.

MARK
Yeah! Knock 'em down!

Tobey nods as Mark and Di anne watch the tots.

DI ANNE
Juni e! Markie! Be caref ul

MARK
And don't knock over the table!

Jody catches a breath while she eyebal s Tobey.



JODY
How many nore people are com ng
Tobe?

TOBEY
Well, uh, there're the Rogerses,

t he Konovskys, the Minzennaiers,
plus your folks and Luci's and
m ne. ..

JOoDY
Oh, boy. ..

TOBEY
And Aunt Vicki and Uncle Charlie
and the cousins...

Jody now | ooks sone kind of nervous.

Vi cki, Regina, and Beverley place platters of food on a |arge
picnic table.

Joe Bob stands over a barbecue grill, which cooks ribs,
st eaks, burgers, and w eners.

Luci anna diverts Jody's and Tobey's attention.

LUCI ANNA
See that man heading toward the
picnic table?

JODY, TOBEY
(but not in unison)
VWher e?

ODI S HOUSTON (35, Black), in a plaid jacket, white shirt,
orange necktie, and purple slacks, helps hinself to the food
once it's put down.

JODY
Is he one of your neighbors?
LUCI ANNA
Never saw hi m bef ore.
TOBEY
You sure?
JODY

Wiy don't you ask who he is?

Qdis eats as if he's got no tonorrow



LUCI ANNA
Me? You do it, Jody!

TOBEY
No...I"Il doit.

Tobey catches Beverley as the latter saunters her way to the
Scotts' abode.

TOBEY ( CONT' D)
Mom you know who that guy in the
plaid jacket is?

Tobey points toward COdis.

BEVERLEY
Senat obi a, don't point! Now |'ve
gotta bring out...tell you what:
Ask your dad.

At the barbecue grill, Tobey pops The Question to her dad.
Luci anna and Jody hurry over to the grill.

TOBEY
Dad, you know who that guy in the
plaid jacket and purple pants is?

JCE BOB
Tobey, |I'm cookin'.
JODY
Couldn't you give us a little hint,
M. Scott?
JCE BOB
Tell you what, Tobey: Ask your nom
TOBEY
I did. She wouldn't tell ne.
JODY
He's gotta be inportant...| bet he

owns a di sco.

LUCI ANNA
We don't play disco.

JODY
Maybe he's a TV producer.

TOBEY
TV producers don't dress |ike that,
do they?



JODY

(shruggi ng)
Tobey, if you don't know who he is,
he nmust be sonebody!

LUCI ANNA
A pi np?

Three pairs of eyeballs stare at Luci anna.

SAME SCENE - A BIT LATER

Everybody in the Scotts' backyard enjoys the good food and
good ti nes.

Tobey and Jody eat, all right...but not nuch.
Luci anna, though, pigs out!

Beverley stands in front of the makeshift stage, where she
claps for attention.

BEVERLEY
Ladi es and gentlenen...it's
showtime! Find a chair, everybody!

The guests grab chairs behind Jody, Lucianna, and Tobey...who
di cker in whispers.

TOBEY
Let's start out with "Mapl e Leaf
Rag- n

LUCI ANNA
No! Let's end with it!

JODY
Let's not do it at all. Besides,
that's the first thing everybody'l|l
be | ooking for.

Beverl ey gestures toward the audi ence.

BEVERLEY
It's my pleasure to present to
you...right here on our stage...the
Ragti me Ensenbl e of Sioux Falls!

Under crowd appl ause, Luci anna, Jody, and Tobey abandon their
victuals and sprint toward their instrunents.

Luci anna renoves her banjo fromits case.



10.

LUCI ANNA
Li sten, Tobey, we oughta open with
just the right--

JODY
You guys, they're getting quiet!

Thi ngs quiet down, all right...but Jody's warning evokes
| aughs from sone guests.

JODY ( CONT' D)
Come on, Tobey. Just call it. W'l

play it.
So, with Jody on druns, Lucianna on banjo, and Tobey on a
pi ano whose hanmmers now stand exposed, "it" turns out to be

"I"'mCertainly Living a Ragtinme Life."
And "it" makes the crowd sit up and take notice.
SAME SCENE - AN HOUR LATER

The Ragti ne Ensenble of Sioux Falls conmes to its final
nunber: "Tiger Rag."

Tobey | ooks up fromthe piano during the first bar...and
finds that the Scotts' backyard has filled with MORE
PECPLE. . . many of whomclap to the nusic.

AN ELDERLY COUPLE dance to the nusic!

After sixteen bars, "Tiger Rag" changes keys...and does so
again sixteen bars later.

At this point, Tobey and Jody |eave the playing to Lucianna,
who handl es the fanmous "Hold That Tiger"” riff with eight bars
of picking...followed by eight bars of wild strunmm ng.

Luci anna gestures Tobey into a solo turn...and Tobey responds
wi th sixteen bars where her hands give the piano' s keys a
real workout.

Jody' s sixteen-bar drumsolo gives way to all three ragtiners
working the "Hold That Tiger" riff one nore tinme before they
vanp into an endi ng.

Result: A fine round of appl ause.
Luci anna, Tobey, and Jody bow and bow and bow. ..and D anne

Jr. and Mark Jr. run over to Jody's drunms to bang themwth
Jody' s sticks.
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Jody confiscates the drunsticks...and Mark Jr. works the bass
drum s pedal

DI ANNE
Mark Rawson Jr.! Upstairs!

Mark Jr. departs the backyard. Mark quickly grabs the son's
hand to ensure the departure.

SAME SCENE - A BIT LATER

Peopl e continue to eat up...and at a nmakeshift bar, CHARLIE
SWOBODA (40; Vicki's hubby and Tobey's uncle) serves up
al cohol i ¢ and nonal coholic drinks alike.

Greg brings an enpty cup over to Charlie.

CHARLI E
Anot her one, G eg?

GREG
Nope, Charlie. Better make it
water...or else Jody's gotta drive
me home.

At the grill, Joe Bob grills hanburgers and hot dogs at a
breakneck pace...despite the fact that fol ks make their way
out of the backyard.

The departures don't nmake Joe Bob happy.

Greg downs his water, then he teans up with Jody to renove
her drum set fromthe stage. Lucianna drags her anp and her
banjo toward her parents' 1978 Ford Fairnont.

GQuests offer AD LIBBED conplinents to Lucianna and Jody.
At the picnic table, Beverley watches Qdis continue to eat.

Tobey reaches the table...where Beverley kisses her (and
triggers enbarrassnent in her daughter).

BEVERLEY
Tobey, get Luci and Jody. There's
sonmebody 1'd like you to neet.

TOBEY
' Bout tine.

BEVERLEY
Tobeeeey!

SAME SCENE - STILL LATER



12.

Beverl ey, Jody, Lucianna, and Tobey congregate around Cdis.

BEVERLEY ( CONT' D)
Jody, Luci, and Tobey,
(with a big grin)
I'"d like to introduce you to M.
Qdi s Bost on!

The three ragtiners stare at each other in confusion
turn their gaze to dis.

oDl S
It's Houston, not Boston.

BEVERLEY
Oh, I'msorry, M. Houston.

(dis and the teenagers trade AD LIBBED sal utations.
BEVERLEY ( CONT' D)

M. Houston is with Armadillo
Records out of Chicago.

JODY
(pointing at Tobey)
Tol d you.
BEVERLEY
Vel |

kheads for the house)
"Il leave you artists alone to

Tobey | ooks puzzl ed.

TOBEY
Wll, it was nice of you to cone,
M . Houston.

Odi s continues to chow down.

oDl s
(through his bites)
Loved it.

He forks sone potato salad into his nouth.

ODI' S ( CONT' D)
| dig the potato sal ad, too.

...then

Tobey turns to her bandmates...who just stare at her.



TOBEY
(to Cdis)
Are you a friend of ny nother's?

oDl S
Nope. | just net her today. Wen it
comes to cooking, she could hold
herself a clinic.

TOBEY
Vel |, yeah...

JODY
How d you |i ke our cooking...er,
pl ayi ng, M. Houston?

oDl s
Huh?

JODbY
Qur band. Qur ensenble. Qur nusic.

Luci anna shakes her head si deways.

oDl S
Oh, yeah. The nusic.
(taki ng another bite)
You ki ds are good nusici ans.

Those three nusicians grin.

ODI S ( CONT' D)
How ol d are you? Fifteen? Sixteen?

Al'l three nusicians nod.

ODI S ( CONT' D)
Yeah, you play real good. You al
st udyi ng?

Luci anna and Jody shake their heads "yes."
0Dl S ( CONT' D)

(to Tobey)
How conme you're not?

TOBEY
Well, | couldn't get the right
t eacher. ..

oDl S

"' m not surprised.
(taking a bite)

13.
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ODI S( CONT' D)
Hard to teach a kid with your kind
of ...
(rmunbl es t hrough food)
Got any nore potato sal ad?

TOBEY
What'd you say, M. Houston? Hard
to teach a kid with ny kind of

what ?

oDl S
| got a teacher for you. He's
great. Lives down in Vermllion
You'll have to go a ways, but it'll
pay. Jason WIlianms. Got a pencil
ki d?

TOBEY

But, M. Houston, how about our--

Qi s puts his nowenpty paper plate sonewhere on the table
and searches his pockets for a pencil.

He finds one.

oDl S
We used to work together over at
Armadi | | o, but Jason gave it up
for..

Qdis rips a piece off his paper plate and scribbl es down
Jason' s address.

Jody, Tobey, and Luci anna nake faces at each ot her.
(di s gives the piece to Tobey.
ODI S ( CONT' D)
Hey, thanks. N ce neeting you. Your
fol ks sure know how to throw a
bar becue.

He | eaves the backyard...and | eaves the Ragti ne Ensenbl e of
Si oux Falls fl abbergast ed.

Beverl ey energes behind the bandnmenbers.

BEVERLEY
He didn't even stop and say
"goodbye. "

TOBEY

Yes, he did. He said you sure know
how to throw a barbecue.



BEVERLEY
Didn't he like you? Everybody I|iked
you!
Tobey hands Beverley the broken piece of paper plate.

Beverl ey | ooks puzzl ed.

TOBEY
It's the nane of a piano teacher
for me. He lives in Vermllion...if

M. Houston was a talent scout, he
sure didn't act |ike he saw any
tal ent.

LUCI ANNA
How d you get himto cone here,
Ms. Scott?

BEVERLEY
Vell, ny friend Chris...you know
Chris, don't you, Tobey?

Tobey nods sharply.

BEVERLEY ( CONT' D)
Chris has a next-door nei ghbor
whose cousin has a brother who
works for this law firmin Chicago.

TOBEY
So?

BEVERLEY
The law firm does sone work for
Armadi |l o, a snall blues | abel that
al so does jazz and ragtine.

JODbY
Yeah?

BEVERLEY
Yeah. Well, one of the people in
the law firmbecane friends with a
man connected sonehow, | forget
how, with Arnmadill o Records.

LUCI ANNA
Was M. Houston the man?

BEVERLEY
Nope. M. Houston was the friend.

15.
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Tobey | aughs out | oud.

BEVERLEY ( CONT' D)
The friend of the man connect ed
with Armadil |l o Records who knows
the person in the Iaw firm who
knows the brother of Chris's next-
door nei ghbor's cousin!

Now al |l four |augh out | oud.

BEVERLEY ( CONT' D)
They'd have fun with that on
"CGeneral Hospital." But, anyway, |
want ed sonebody i nportant to hear
you Ki ds.

LUCI ANNA
At | east sonebody's confident about
us, Ms. Scott.

TOBEY
Wait. He did say we were good
nmusi ci ans.

LUCI ANNA

He was probably bl owi ng snoke. He
j ust about cornered your potato
sal ad, so he had to say sonet hing.

JODY
That's no good, Lucianna. The
nei ghbors |iked us. And M. Houston
t hi nks you shoul d study, Tobey. W
m ght not be good enough for a
tal ent scout..

BEVERLEY
Vll, he's not really...a talent
scout .
(coughi ng)

Aw, what does he know?

TOBEY
Isn't he a talent scout? Isn't he
fromArnmadil | o Records, Monf

BEVERLEY
Vll, yes, he's fromArmadillo
Records. He's a copyright |awer.
He's in the | egal departnent.

Tobey | ooks di sarned.
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TOBEY
He's a | awyer?

BEVERLEY
He's from Armadi | | o Records
(shruggi ng)
Ri ght? He knows the right people.
Ri ght ?
(shruggi ng agai n)
He was the only one | could get.

Beverl ey watches Tobey nod.

TOBEY
Mom..let's go call that teacher.

EXT. WEST DUKE STREET APARTMENTS, VERM LLION, SD - DAY

This is a nodern, three-story building not too far fromthe
Uni versity of South Dakota canmpus...less than an hour south
of Sioux Falls.

I NT. JASON W LLI AMS APARTMENT - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

JASON W LLI AMS (42, friendly, Black) lives here; his cozy,
cluttered-looking living roomfeatures a grand piano where a
| ounge chair would usually go.

Jason's pet cat roanms around the living roomwhile he, in a
| ounge chair, talks to Beverley and Tobey...both of whomsit
on the adjacent sofa.

JASON
Vel |, anyway, | used to be a blues
si nger. ..

Beverl ey makes a slow rise fromthe sofa...but a rapt Tobey
gestures her nom back onto the sofa.

JASON ( CONT' D)
| had a record out back in '76, but
it didn't do anything.

Tobey shakes her head "yes."

JASON ( CONT' D)
Well, | chucked it all because I
felt teaching was ny thing al
al ong.
(1 ooki ng enbarrassed)
Even now, | can still play better
by ear than from notes.
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Jason wal ks over to the piano, where he plays "Tw nkle,
Twinkle, Little Star."

First, he delivers the tune in the conventional way...then
Jason plays "Twinkle, Twinkle" as if froma Disney film

Tobey and Beverley continue to |listen as Jason turns
"Twi nkl e, Twinkle" into a classical piece...then it becones a
raunchy bl ues.

Now "Twi nkle, Twinkle, Little Star" becones a Ransey Lew s-
style jazz nunber...a Scott Joplin-like rag...a country
tune...a funk tune Earth, Wnd, and Fire would be proud of.

Beverl ey taps her feet to Jason's nusic...and Tobey pays the
cl osest of attention.

The transformati on continues: That nursery rhyme becones a
Top 40 rocker...a cocktail-lounge staple...and, to top it al
off, a rousing bit of Gospel.

Jason watches as his two guests appl aud.

JASON ( CONT' D)
Thanks.

TOBEY
You're wel cone, M. WIIians!

JASON
Here's the thing about it, Tobey:
The notes are just sonebody else's
opi nion. You should know how to
read them sure, but they're not
the | ast word.

Tobey nods.

JASON ( CONT' D)
As a nusician, you should | eave
your own mark on the nusic.

TOBEY
That's what | was trying to tel
the last three teachers | had. .. but
I didn't know how...and they didn't
care.

Jason and Tobey high-five each other.
EXT. WEST NI NTH STREET, SIOUX FALLS, SD - N GHT
SOVE CHI LDREN ride their bikes along the street...
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EXT. SCOITS HOUSE - N GHT
...and pass by the Fam |y Scott's pl ace.
I NT. TOBEY' S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Tobey's roomis noderately furnished...and includes her three
favorite anenities: A stereo, a TV set, and her own phone.

She's on the phone right now

JODY (V.0)
How was it, Tobey?

TOBEY
It was really great. You shoul d' ve
heard what he did with "Tw nkl e,
Twi nkle, Little Star!"

JODY (V.0Q)
Wth what?
TOBEY
Just an exanple. Jody. | nean al

the different ways you can play a
song and nmeke it brand-new every
time. "Tw nkle" was just an
exerci se.

JODY (V.0O)
Oh...l1 knew you wanted us to be
different, Tobey, but nursery
rhynmes?

TOBEY
Don't worry. I'mgoing to learn a
ot fromJason WIIians.

JODY (V.0Q)
Just what we need! | expect a |ot
fromyou, Tobey. Have you got
somet hing to work on tonorrow at
Luci anna' s house?

TOBEY
Tonmorrow? | just got started...
guess | could do "Tw nkle--"

JODY (V.0)
Forget it! See you tonorrow

TOBEY
Bye, Jody.
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A noddi ng Tobey hangs up the phone.
EXT. WEST DUKE STREET APARTMENTS, VERM LLION, SD - DAY
A YOUNG COUPLE (in T-shirts and shorts) recline in the sun.
I NT. JASON W LLI AMS' APARTMENT - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY
Jason shows Tobey how to play nel ody notes on top of chords
in the right hand (rather than the left) and how to thunp out
a wal king bass line with the |left hand.
JASON

That's good, Tobey...you pick up

things faster than anyone |'ve ever

taught. You're a real natural

Tobey | ooks excited.

TOBEY
M. WIllianms...l was wondering if
you'd like to hear our ragtine band
at rehearsal ...l thought if you

heard us, you'd give us an opinion
I could really respect.

JASON
(sl oWy noddi ng)
You bet 1'Il conme over and hear you

rag it up.
Now Tobey nods.
EXT. SOQUTH SPRI NG STREET, SIQUX FALLS, SD - DAY
A FEW JOGGERS hustl e down Spring...
EXT. ANDREUCCI S HOUSE - DAY
...and pass a house whose siding sure needs replacenent.
Two bikes rest in the driveway, as does that '78 Fairnont.
I NT. ANDREUCCI S' BASEMENT - DAY
Luci anna (on banjo), Jody (on drums), and Tobey (on a
battered 1910-29 upright player piano) rehearse Carey
Morgan's 1915 "Tril by Rag.”

Jason sits on a sofa in a space that could use a new
carpet...as well as a paint job.
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When "Tril by Rag" ends, Jason appl auds, nods, and flashes an
ear-to-ear smle.

JASON
Wl |, you guys are pretty good
nmusi ci ans.

LUCI ANNA

That's what M. Houston said...and
we don't have any potato sal ad!

TOBEY
You really think so?

Jason leans forward in his seat.

JASON
Yeah, | really think you guys are
terrific...but I know what your
problemis

JODY
What ?
JASON
Wl l, now, you put a lot of spirit

into "Trilby Rag,"” "A Ragtine
Life," and "Magnetic Rag." And |I'm
not knocki ng that.

Tobey nods.

JASON ( CONT' D)
Only...well...the instrunentation
is wong. Know what | nean?

Luci anna frowns. .. Jody | ooks puzzl ed.

JASON ( CONT' D)
See, what you've got to do is
figure out what sound you want and
what instrunents you need for that
sound.

A smle crosses Tobey's face.
JASON ( CONT' D)
You woul dn't play a Beet hoven
concerto with a bunch of
har noni cas, now woul d you?

The three teens shake their heads back and forth.
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TOBEY
W |ike playing ragtinme, but we
want to work | oosely enough with
different instrunents w thout
distorting the rags. One thing
we're not is Dixieland, and that's
anot her thing.

JODY
Yeah. W want to be able to
i mprovi se...but not as nuch as they
do in Dixieland.

LUCI ANNA
| play alittle rock, and..
JODY
Me, too.
LUCI ANNA
Vel |, I'"mthinking about us playing

some rock songs as rags.

TOBEY
Rag and roll. W want to, down the
line, experiment with that,
hopefully pull some surprises. Pul
in the kids as well as the ol der
peopl e.

JASON
(l eans forward again)
| see. Sounds like you're trying to
do what Stark Music Conpany of St.
Louis did when it put out "The Red-
Backed Book of Rags" in 1912.

The three ragtiners eyeball each other, then eyeball Jason.

JASON ( CONT' D)
It was a set of fifteen
arrangenents for a small ensenbl e,
but | oosely scored along the lines
of the piano rags to allow various
groups of instrunents w thout, as
you put it, Tobey, distorting the
texture.

Tobey, Lucianna, and Jody nod.
JASON ( CONT' D)

Sounds |i ke you need a bass. And
you shoul d get a horn, too.
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TOBEY
(to Jody)
You know anyone who plays a
horn...other than yourself?

JODY
(to Jason)
What ki nd of horn?

JASON
Trunpet, tronbone...

Jody shakes her head sideways.
JOoDY

I'd switch to tronbone in a m nute
but I'man even better drunmer.

O her than that, | don't know
anyone who's really good on
horns. ..

JASON
If you can get only one horn, make
it a trunpet.

Jody, Tobey, and Luci anna | ook gl um

JASON ( CONT' D)
Hey, don't let it hang you up.
You're really excellent players.
Just get yourself a sound.

Jason junps off the sofa.

JASON ( CONT' D)
Li sten to sone records. Eubie
Bl ake, Gunther Schuller, C aude
Bolling...he's got a good one with
"Mapl e Leaf Rag" on it...Jo Ann
Castl e, even sone old
78s...whatever it takes.

A noddi ng Tobey sm | es.

JASON ( CONT' D)
Li sten to anybody who's ever
recorded ragtine...takes tine to
devel op a sound, you know?

Jason wal ks toward the basenment door as Regi na cones down the
basenent stairs.
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JASON ( CONT' D)
Take it light.

REG NA
M. WIIlians, thanks so nuch for
com ng.

Regi na and Jason shake hands.
JASON
Thanks for the hospitality, Ms.
Bazl er - Andr eucci .

Jason waves at the three girls and the | one woman before he
| eaves the house.

TOBEY
A sound...he's right.
JODY
Yeah, he is right. Wth a bass and
horn, we'll be all right!
Regi na coughs a bit.
LUCI ANNA

What's wrong, Monf?

REG NA
Luci, the plaster--

LUCI ANNA
I know. It's bouncing off the
kitchen walls. Look, why don't we
just panel the kitchen walls?

REG NA
Luci anna, this isn't funny. | don't
want to burst your bubbles, but
it's getting harder and harder for
me to take it.

Luci anna's nouth flies open.
REG NA ( CONT' D)

And if you're going to add nore
instrunents, especially a horn,

well, I"msorry, but you'll just
have to find another practice
pl ace.

LUCI ANNA

Momt -
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REG NA
(hol di ng up her hand)
Lucianna, | nean it. I'mreally

sorry, Tobey, Jody...and | think
your teacher's right. You all are
good nusi ci ans.

Regi na rests her hands on Lucianna's shoul ders.

REG NA ( CONT' D)
Luci, you know |'ve al ways
encour aged you, bought you your
first guitar, found you that banjo
in a good rummage sal e, taught you
to play the piano...and didn't even
charge you a cent--

LUCI ANNA
Mom -
REG NA
Vll, | don't want you to give up

pl ucking, but...please, if you can
try to find somepl ace el se.

Luci anna's nod i s heavy.
I NT. SCOTTS LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

In this nodestly-furni shed room Joe Bob relaxes in his
favorite chair as he reads today's "Argus Leader."

Tobey accidentally slans the screen door on her way inside
t he house. She eyes a startled Joe Bob.

TOBEY
Sorry.

JCE BOB
When | was your age, they taught ne
to say "hello."

TOBEY
The door slipped...just thinking.

JOE BOB
Funny...when | was your age, they
didn't teach us to think



TOBEY
Wel |, Dad, when they tell you to
t hi nk about a career by the tine

you reach sixth grade, like they do
t hese days, you've gotta |earn how
to think.
JCE BOB
What's splittin' your head, Tobey?
TOBEY
Wel |, Jason canme to our practice

session today and nade a | ot of
suggesti ons.

Joe Bob folds his newspaper back in place.

TOBEY ( CONT' D)
You know, about...well, the way for
us to develop the right sound, what
ki nd of nusic, what kind of
i nstrunentation...

JCE BOB
I know the big | abels ain't bustin’
down doors for a ragtine band, but
what's wong with whatcha got now?

TOBEY
Jason thinks what we want is a
| oosel y-scored, piano-based sound.
In fact, a nerger of ragtinme with
ot her nusics.

Tobey wat ches Joe Bob raise his eyebrows.

TOBEY ( CONT' D)
You renenber Jo Ann Castle, who was
on "The Lawrence Wel k Show' from
1959 to ' 697

JOE BOB
Are you kiddin', Tobey? Al that
time | was on the road, tryin' to
make it as a country singer.
didn't even have tinme to watch TV,
we were on the road so nuch!

TOBEY
Wl |, anyway, we have to get a
bass...and a horn.

Joe Bob grunts.



TOBEY ( CONT' D)
Jason's right. It sounds |ike what
we' ve been after...but now, we know
where we're goi ng.

JCE BOB
Well, yeah. He's a teacher

Tobey nods.
JCE BOB ( CONT' D)

Hey, Tobey, why don'tcha call your
cousin Dianne, the librarian?

Joe Bob's and Beverley's daughter beans.

TOBEY
You know, that sounds |ike a
W nner.

And Tobey heads for the |iving-room phone.
I NT. ANDREUCCI S' BASEMENT - DAY
Tobey, Lucianna, and Jody sit on the sofa.

TOBEY
How much' ve you got ?

JOoDY
Four bucks...all the noney | can
spare right now.

LUCI ANNA
|"ve got two fifty...in Susan B.
Ant hony dol l ars. And penni es.
TOBEY
It's still noney, Luci. |'ve got

five dollars and thirty-seven
cents. How many tapes is that?

LUCI ANNA
Only one, Tobey.
JODY
Not if you buy bl anks.
TOBEY
Vell, we'll only need one. The rest
of the noney'll go into old

78s...that's a blank tape, by the
way .
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Luci anna and Jody nod.

TOBEY ( CONT' D)
And in a few days, we'll have sone
good stuff from D anne and we'l |
have a good idea of what we want
when we're ready to bring in the
new nusi ci ans.

JODY
Yeah...we fit like a patent-I| eather
shoe. | hope we find two nore

who'll fit in that well.

LUCI ANNA
How re we gonna find thenf Put
roadbl ocks all over M nnesota
Avenue and stop anyone carrying an
i nstrument case?

Jody shakes her head "no."

JODY
| thought about this |ast night.
Wiy don't we have an open audition?

TOBEY
Yeah! That's a great idea!

JODY
What we ought to do is print up
some flyers. Maybe your dad could
do it, Tobey. Mason-Di xon O |
woul dn' t m nd.

TOBEY
| heard that. Dad says they use the
copi er over there for everything
el se...other than busi ness.

JODY
And we'll put "emup all over town,
with the date and pl ace.

TOBEY
Great! They could say sonething
like: "In these days of high
unenpl oynent, the Ragti ne Ensenbl e
of Sioux Falls is now hiring two
nore nusici ans. "



JODY
Right! We're expanding to give Kkids
nore jobs instead of closing down
the plant and leaving it up to
Si ngapore or Japan.

LUCI ANNA
Yeah. And let's put the words
"bass" and "horn" in big letters.
And maybe add sonet hi ng about age.

TOBEY
Huh?

LUCI ANNA
We m ght get college students.

TOBEY
We coul d use the experience.

Luci anna shakes her head si deways.

LUCI ANNA

They' d only boss us around.
TOBEY

Well...l guess you're right.
LUCI ANNA

Doggone right. Pretty soon, they'l
be telling us what to play and
everything. A der kids are |ike

t hat .

Luci anna junps off the sofa.

LUCI ANNA ( CONT' D)
You' re tal king to experience here:
|'ve got a younger sister.
(sits back down)
And ny two ol der sisters boss ne
around!

Jody and Tobey nod.

LUCI ANNA ( CONT' D)
W al ready deci ded what we're gonna
play. And if an ol der person
doesn't like it, we'll be playing
his or her stuff.
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TOBEY
So...should we nake it fifteen-or-
si xt een-year -ol ds?

JODY
How about eighteen? Cut it off at
ei ght een.

LUCI ANNA
(noddi ng)
Sounds fine to nme. Eighteen's close
enough to fifteen and sixteen not
to get too bossy.

TOBEY
Vell...we're all set.
LUCI ANNA
No, we're not!
JODY
What is it now, you Bad News Bear
you?
LUCI ANNA

Wth Monms plaster falling off the
wal I's, where are we gonna rehearse?

TOBEY
Don't worry. My nother'l| think of
sonet hi ng.

I NT. SCOTTS LIVING ROOM - NI GHT
Tobey and Beverley watch TV ("Cheers"” is ON).

BEVERLEY
You can use the garage, Tobey... but
you've got to clean it out.

Tobey signifies her glee.
BEVERLEY ( CONT' D)
Besides, it's so cluttered we can't
get the car in there, anyway...and
it's a Chevettel

MONTAGE SEQUENCE

EXT. SCOITS GARAGE - DAY

Tobey, Jody, and Lucianna take all the junk frominside the
garage to outside the garage...on the alley side.
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Beverl ey | ooks puzzl ed.

EXT. SI OUX FALLS REG ONAL SANI TARY LANDFI LL, HARTFORD, SD -
DAY

Beverl ey and the Ragtime Ensenble of Sioux Falls (all in
jeans and T-shirts) enpty the Scott junk froma dunp truck.

EXT. MASON-DI XON O L COWPANY, SIOUX FALLS, SD - DAY
A lowlying building in an industrial park.
I NT. MASON- DI XON PRI NTI NG OFFI CE - DAY

Joe Bob prints the flyers that announce his daughter's band's
open audi ti on.

EXT. SCOTTS GARAGE - DAY

Beverl ey and Tobey fasten a | arge padl ock to the garage door.
EXT. WEST TENTH STREET - DAY

Jody, Tobey, and Luci anna hang flyers.

Each flyer reads: "ALL YOU GREAT MJSI Cl ANS LOOKI NG FOR A
HOME. . . THE RAGTI ME ENSEMBLE OF SI QUX FALLS IS EXPANDI NG

BRI NG YOUR BASS OR HORN TO AN AUDI TI ON AT 1707 WEST NI NTH
STREET, 1:00 PM SUNDAY, 8-19-1984."

In smaller letters: "OVER El GHTEEN NEEDN T APPLY. "

END MONTAGE

EXT. SCOITS HOUSE - DAY

It's the Sunday of the open audition...and all's quiet in the
Scotts' nei ghbor hood.

I NT. SCOITS GARAGE - DAY

Tired fromhelping to nove that old upright into the garage,
Luci anna and Tobey rest on the piano when an equally-
exhausted Jody shows up...with a tape recorder and signs that
say: "TH S WAY TO THE AUDI Tl ON. "

JODY
Need your hel p, you guys. We ought
to put these signs up on M nnesota
and Main and Eighth. N nth and
Tenth are al ready wel |l -covered.
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LUCI ANNA
That's a good idea. | was hoping
peopl e woul d find us.

JODY
Don't worry, Luci. They'll find us.

LUCI ANNA
I"mkinda tired right now,
t hough. .. after noving that piano of

Tobey' s.
TOBEY
(rising up from piano)
Luci anna- -
LUCI ANNA
I know. "Il stand outside and

direct traffic.

Tobey and Jody | eave the garage while Lucianna reclines on
t he pi ano.

SAME SCENE - FI FTEEN M NUTES LATER

Jody and Tobey (both sit at the piano) watch Lucianna reenter
t he garage.

LUCI ANNA ( CONT' D)
Were's everybody?
(shruggi ng wildly)
You think they got |ost? You think
t hey had trouble finding the house?
I's this house quarantined?

TOBEY
You nean nobody canme to the corner
yet?

LUCI ANNA
Well...there was a one-hundred-and-

four-year-old woman wal ki ng a
Ger man shepherd.

TOBEY
Oh, yeah. That's Ms. MKennan.

JOoDY
Was she carrying a horn?

Lucianna sits on a bar stool.
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LUCI ANNA

Boy...| really thought we'd get
nobbed.

Al'l three teenagers stare at the concrete.
TOBEY
Yeah...there isn't anybody in the

world that doesn't want to play in
a band.

JOoDY
Ri ght!

Al'l three teenagers HEAR a rap on the side of the garage.

They all | ook up...and watch JEFFERY KUEHL (10), bugle in
hands, wal k inside the garage, where he stares at the girls.

JEFFERY
Is this where you' re supposed to
try out?

TOBEY
Yeah.

Exci tenent grows in Tobey.

TOBEY ( CONT' D)
What ' ve you got ?

JODY
(al nost a whi sper)
A bugle...
(to Jeffery)
What ' s your name?

JEFFERY
Jeffery Kuehl. Can | play now?

Tobey, Jody, and Luci anna | ook enbarrassed.

TOBEY
Yeah. Play, Jeffery.

Jeffery stands at attention all the while as he bl ows out
"Taps" and "Fl ag Rai sing."

TOBEY ( CONT' D)
Nice...very nice, Jeffery.

JODY
Thanks, Jeffery.
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LUCI ANNA

us. We'll call you

Jeffery does an about face and wal ks out of the garage.

SAME SCENE - FORTY-FI VE M NUTES LATER

Jody' s tape recorder

PLAYS BACK a cassette of 1920s nusic.

BRAD KLI MENT (15), a full duffel bag in his grip, strolls
into the garage...and Jody shuts the tape recorder OFF

TOBEY
You like that?
BRAD
Oh...l guess it was dunb to cone in
her e.
TOBEY
How cone?
BRAD

That nusic you were
playing...that's what you want,
isn't it?

TOBEY
Yes, it is.

BRAD
Sure sounds like nothing I've ever
heard before.

TOBEY
Did you cone to audition?
BRAD
Well, sort of...1 just wanted a

chance to play for a new audi ence.

JODY
Where's your instrunent?

BRAD
You're not going to believe this,
but. ..

Brad Iifts a set of bagpi pes out of his duffel

TOBEY
I"msorry...but we can't use a

bagpi pe.

bag.
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BRAD
I know, but couldn't you just I|et
me play for you? I'mreally good...

TOBEY
I"msure you are, but--

BRAD
Pl ease? Wth your instruments, you
can play anytine you feel like it.

But with nme, the only time | get to
play ny pipes is in the Fourth of

July parade!
TOBEY
kay, uh..
BRAD

Brad. Bradley Klinent.

TOBEY
Ht it, Brad!

Brad toots out "Amazing G ace" when CLEVELAND (a tough-
| ooki ng boy of 17) stonps into the garage with a Fender bass
in his grip and a backpack on his back.

LUCI ANNA
(whi spering to Jody)
We're rolling now

JODY
(shakes her head "no")
Where are the girls?

Cl evel and gl owers at Brad, who stops the nusic.

CLEVELAND
(to the ragtimers)
What the hell kind of band is this?
Druns across the Big Sioux?

BRAD
Don't worry. |'m |l eaving.

TOBEY
(to Cevel and)
He only gets heard on I ndependence
Day.

Wil e Brad | eaves the garage, Jody casts an admring gl ance
at d evel and.
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JODY
So you pl ay bass.

CLEVELAND
No, this is a theater organ and |I'm
Rosemary Bail ey.

Jody and Luci anna stare at each other.

TOBEY
(to Cevel and)
Al'l right. Let's hear your stuff.
(to herself)
Rosemary who?

CLEVELAND
Ri ght own.
(plugs bass into anp)
You ain't never seen nothin' I|ike
CLEVELAND! !

Cl evel and sets down his backpack and renoves firecrackers and
other things fromit.

He stuffs the firecrackers and the other things into his
pockets and down his belt.

Tobey, Lucianna, and Jody just stare at each other.
Cleveland tunes up a little...then...sings.

Actually, Ceveland attenpts to screamout "Paral yzed," the
1968 jam by The Legendary Stardust Cowboy.

The three young ragtiners stare at Cleveland as if he'd
| anded to Earth from Uranus.

Now Cl evel and enpties his pockets and the space behind his
belt. He smashes the firecrackers and other objects to the
garage floor...where they, well, explode.

CLEVELAND ( CONT' D)
YEAH!

Tobey, Jody, and Lucianna | ook up to see WALTER MElI ERHENRY
(40s, picky; good-looking) storminto the Scotts' garage.

Cl evel and' s exhi bition ends.

WALTER
What the hell is going on?



TOBEY
Hell o, M. Meierhenry...did the
noi se...uh, sound...disturb you?

VWALTER
Dr. Meierhenry! And you' re doggone
right it did. You know this garage
is closer to nmy house than yours,
Tobey.

TOBEY
Sorry, sir.

VWALTER
You say you're sorry, Tobey, but
per haps you're not sure of what
you're sorry for.

TOBEY
I"msorry we bothered you, Dr.
Mei er henry.
(to herself)
Now woul d you pl ease | eave?

VWALTER
Look, Tobey, |'m not sone
frustrated CI A agent. No, | happen
to be doing sone very inportant,
exciting, crucial work.

TOBEY
Yes, sir, | agree.

Joe Bob enters the garage and stands next to Walter.
Tobey | ooks puzzl ed.

VWALTER
M. Scott, |I can't afford to have
firecrackers and scream ng goi ng on
practically in my living room
What's your solution to the
pr obl enf?

JCE BOB
Tobey, whatcha gonna do about it?
(points at C evel and)
And what's that?

TOBEY
Dad, neet C eveland. H s work is,
uh...different.
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JOE BOB
D fferent, huh?
TOBEY
Yeah. He was just finished. Thanks,

Cl evel and.
Cl evel and nods. He shoves his bass back into its case.

CLEVELAND
Don'tcha dig it?

TOBEY
Yeah, but we've got a |ot of other
peopl e to hear.

CLEVELAND
Yeah.

And C evel and | eaves the garage...and brushes an i ndi gnant
Wal ter on the shoul der.

VWALTER
el | !
(to Tobey and Joe Bob)
Do you know why | need absol ute
qui et ?

Joe Bob shakes his head "no."

WALTER ( CONT' D)
A spruce tree blight...a spruce
tree blight that, if left
unchecked, will destroy every
spruce tree in the M dwest.

TOBEY

But they were only firecrackers.
VWALTER

If you care at all about our

envi ronnent, you'll understand why

I nust be allowed to continue ny
work in peace and quiet.

Joe Bob's nod i s nonchal ant.
WALTER ( CONT' D)
(to Joe Bob)
You under st and.

And Joe Bob continues to shake his head up and down.
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TOBEY
You' re making a vaccine...to nake
the tree better.

WALTER
Not quite, Tobey: Some of us are
trying to devel op a nore resistant
tree.

JODbY
That's ni ce.

VWALTER
| really need ny quiet.

TOBEY
No nmore scream ng or firecrackers.

WALTER
Good.

Wal ter strides out of the garage.
TOBEY

(to Joe Bob)
No nore firecrackers.

A still-nodding Joe Bob wal ks out of the Scotts' garage.
LUCI ANNA
That was really weird.
JODY
Yeah. He was really weird...which
one?
LUCI ANNA

That C evel and was sonet hi ng el se.

The three girls fan the snoke out of the garage...but after a
few seconds, Tobey heads for the house.

TOBEY
(on the way out)
I''mgonna go get a can of
G ade...if this is Sioux Falls’
talent, we've had it.

Tobey backs her way back into the garage when she spots KELLY
DAWN "K. D." SCHUERHOLZ (16, spoiled, and bespectacl ed), who
carries a Fender bass in its case.
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K. D
H! Is this the audition?
TOBEY
Yeah! You pl ay bass?
K. D
Yep!
TOBEY
What ' s your name?
K. D.
You can call me K D. | never tel
anybody what the initials stand

for.
Luci anna gi ves Tobey a bewi | dered stare.

LUCI ANNA
K. D.

K. D.
Yep. K D. Schuerhol z.

JODY
Wait a mnute...does your father
own Schuer hol z' s?

K. D.
Yep. Schuerhol z's...the biggest
music store in the Sioux Enpire.

As the three ragtinmers watch, K. D. pulls her bass fromits
case, then plugs the instrunment into Lucianna' s anp.

TOBEY
We play ragtine, K D W don't want
to do rock |ike everybody el se our
age. That's why we want a horn,
too. Do you know any ragtine?

K. D.

Well, uh...l can |earn.
TOBEY

Vel l, you want to start?

Jody goes to her drum set, Tobey noves over to the piano, and
Luci anna pi cks up her banjo.

TOBEY ( CONT' D)
What would you |ike to do?
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K. D
What ever you want to do.

TOBEY
We' Il do what you want to do, but
it's got to be quiet. There's a
wei rd nei ghbor next door. Ckay?

K. D.
Okay. But you've gotta pick it.

TOBEY
well, KD, look. It's your
audition. Play what you feel nost
confortable wth.

Confusion grips K D

LUCI ANNA
Just nane any kind of rag you've
heard of .

K. D.

"Twel fth Street Rag!"

Luci anna, Jody, and Tobey launch "Twelfth Street Rag..." but
K. D. stands there, awkwardly hol di ng her bass.

After two bars, K. D. plays at last...and screws up.
The nusi c st ops.

K. D. ( CONT' D)
| don't know that one too well.

LUCI ANNA
K.D., why don't you just play a few
licks, so we can hear you all by
your sel f?

K. D.
Vel | ... okay.

K.D. funbles around with a bass |ine.

JODY
You can't play.

K. D.
I"ve had only...only three | essons.

LUCI ANNA
Good God!



band so bad. Let
n as | go al ong.
r nme at first.

ut we can't use

K. D
| want to get in a
me join. 1"l [|ear
You won't even hea
LUCI ANNA
That's not good enough for us.
TOBEY
I"'msorry, KD, b
you.
K. D.
Aw, conme on, puh-I|eeze?
TOBEY
W can't do it, K

sorry.

Tobey | ooks sideways at Jody,

D. I'mreally

then eyeballs K. D.

TOBEY ( CONT' D)

We need soneone wh

K. D.
"1l learn. Really
tell you what: Let
guar ant ee fabul ous
you at the store.

0 can play.

I Look...I"Ill
me join and I'11
di scounts for

K.D. sets her bass off to the side.

K. D. (CONT' D)

Anyt hi ng you want .
probably even give
if youlet me join

My dad' ||
you free stuff

Jody, Lucianna, and Tobey eyebal | each ot her.

LUCI ANNA
Vel |, maybe we coul d- -

TOBEY
W' ||l have to talk about it, K D
We've still got other people to
hear...look, I"Il call you. Ckay?

K. D.
Toni ght ? Toni ght ?

TOBEY
kay. kay.

42.
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K. D. packs up her Fender bass and | eaves the garage.

As soon as K. D. is gone:

LUCI ANNA
(to Tobey)
Take her. We'll teach her.
JODY
I wouldn't mnd putting a cowbel
in nmy setup.
TOBEY
Jody. ..
JODY

She' s got ent husi asm com ng out of
her ears. Don't you think she can
| earn on the job?

TOBEY
She tried to bribe us. She whines
like a little kid. She's probably
al ways gotten her way, so it's no
surprise she thinks she can join a
band w t hout knowi ng note the
first.

LUCI ANNA
Tobey, do you see anybody busting
down the doors to get in here? Do
you?

TOBEY
Three | essons? Cone on! Look, you
guys, when you're working with a
music |ike ragtine, you' d better
know what you're doing.

Tobey noodl es around on the piano.

TOBEY ( CONT' D)
O sonebody |ike Scott Joplin will
come up fromthe grave and slamthe
piano Iid on your fingers!

Tobey ends her noodling to join Lucianna and Jody in gazing
at the garage floor.
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TOBEY ( CONT' D)
Here we are...no horn, unless we
change our nmusic to mlitary
drills...and no bass...not even a
tuba! Boy, | thought that one woul d
be easy!

LUCI ANNA
I thought it'd all be easy.

Al'l three nusicians continue to stare at the floor.
EXT. SCOITS HOUSE - N GHT
Al'l the lights blaze on inside the house.
I NT. TOBEY' S BEDROOM - NI GHT
Tobey sits at her bed and calls K D
TOBEY

(i nto phone)
Hel l o, K. D

I NT. SCHUERHOLZES' LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Wth the receiver to her ear, K. D. reclines on the floor in
this plush, well-appointed space.

K. D.
You gonna let me in? Are you?

| NTERCUT - PHONE CONVERSATI ON

TOBEY
No. Cone around agai n when you' ve
| earned how to play.

K. D.
Ch, nooooo. ..

Tobey hol ds the phone away from her ear while K D. whines.

K. D. ( CONT' D)
You'll feel sorry you mssed out on
a good thing! Wen | got hone, |
asked ny father for horn | essons.
And maybe accordi on!

Tobey just nods.
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K. D. ( CONT' D)
And if that doesn't work, |I'm gonna
bug himto et nme take up the
druns. O maybe the xyl ophone! O
maybe t he oboe or the bassoon or
t he synthesi zer or the doubl e-bel
euphoni um

Now Tobey hangs up the phone.

Wth the receiver still against her ear, K D. |ooks sone kind
of surprised.

I NT. SCOITS GARAGE - DAY

Jody sits behind her drum set, Lucianna | eans against a wal
wi th her banjo case, and Tobey reclines at the piano.

Jody's tape recorder rests on the garage fl oor.
No music is in the air...live or Menorex.

TOBEY
(flexing her fingers)
We oughta practice.

Jody and Luci anna stare Tobey down.

LUCI ANNA
Grl, this is the pits. Things
al ways start out great and | ook how
t hey wi nd up.

Luci anna sets her banjo case down and wal ks around.

LUCI ANNA ( CONT' D)
First, we get together and then our
sound's no good. Then we have to
find another place to practice.

The Ragtime Ensenbl e's banjoi st shrugs wldly.

LUCI ANNA ( CONT' D)
And then we find our sound and hold
this great open tryout and | ook who
shows up
(wi I dly shrugs again)
"CGong Show' rejects!

Now Luci anna sits next to Tobey at the old upright.



LUCI ANNA ( CONT' D)
If we ever get a bass and horn,
they' |l probably admt to chem cal
addiction right after we get good!

Jody and Tobey | ook at each ot her.

JODY
Mb- oan!

TOBEY
G 0- oan!

JODY
Sob, sob, sob

LUCI ANNA
Cone on!

JODY

No, you cone on! How cone you've
al ways gotta see the negative side
of things?

TOBEY
Jody's right. W didn't get this
far just to give up and noan and
gr oan!

Tobey stands up.

TOBEY ( CONT' D)
We're gonna find us a horn and a
bass and until we do, we're gonna
keep practicing when we can. And we
don't stop | ooking.

JODY
(noddi ng)
Even if we don't find sonebody by
the tine school starts, we'll find

soneone afterwards. Lot of kids are
away for the summer.

Jody rises fromher drum set.

JODY ( CONT' D)
And besi des, we just passed those
flyers around the nei ghborhood.

TOBEY
Yeah. W'|l have to try downtown.

46.
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JODY
Yeah. And hi gh school does nmean new
kids...and we m ght find sonebody
in band or orchestra.

LUCI ANNA
You t hink so?

EXT. WASHI NGTON HI GH SCHOOL - DAY

A new school year is under way...and STUDENTS (nostly in
smal | groups) hang around outside this Depression-era gray-
brick building in architecture's "Federal style.”

I NT. WASHI NGTON HI GH FI RST FLOOR HALLWAY - DAY

Tobey and K. D., both sophonobres at Washi ngton, walk in
opposite directions.

K. D. sneers at Tobey, who passes by a bulletin board.

The board boasts a flyer that reads: "THE RAGII ME ENSEMBLE OF
SI QUX FALLS (PI ANO, BANJO, DRUMS) SEEKS A DYNAM C SOUND USI NG
BASS AND HORN. | F YOU PLAY TRUMPET (OR TROVBONE) OR BASS,
PLEASE CONTACT: LUCI ANNA ANDREUCCI ( HOVE ROOM 102), JODY
BOOVBMVA ( HOVE ROOM 214), OR TOBEY SCOIT (HOVE ROOM 114)."

Tobey heads for her hone room..where CASSANDRA MARI E " CASSY"
COUGHLI N- MJJI CA (16, shy, a notornmouth of sorts) stands right
in the doorway.

CASSY
Are you Tobey Scott?

Cassy evacuates the doorway and joins Tobey in the hallway.

TOBEY
Yes.

Cassy does a doubl et ake.

TOBEY ( CONT' D)
Are you in this home roonf?

CASSY
I"'ma junior this year...but, well,
| did want to ask you about the
notice. Is that yours? The one
about the ragtinme band?

TOBEY
Yes, it is...do you play a horn or
a bass?
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CASSY
| play the...uh...trunpet.

Tobey's all smles.
CASSY (CONT' D)

And tronbone, and tenor sax, and
pi ano, and organ, and guitar, and

druns.

TOBEY
Darn! How | ong' ve you been pl aying
t runpet ?

CASSY

Four years.
Now Tobey | ooks ecstati c.
TOBEY
I"mnot even gonna ask if you're
pretty good, 'cause you've got to
be.

Cassy produces a slow smle

CASSY
Yeah.
TOBEY
Vel l...what's your nanme?
CASSY
Sorry about that. Cassy Coughlin-
Mij i ca.
TOBEY
Cat hy?
CASSY
Nope. Cassy. That's short for
Cassandr a.
TOBEY
(noddi ng)
Oh. You play in the school band?
CASSY
Oh, no. | never played in a
band...but 1'd like to. I...1"ve

al ways wanted to.
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TOBEY
Vll, why didn't you join
t he...heck, you could ve been the
school band.

CASSY
I've never had the, uh,
opportunity. And, well, a ragtinme
band sounds interesting.

SOVE STUDENTS wal k down the hall.

CASSY ( CONT' D)
Maybe you could let me play for you
and then, when you hear what | can
do, then you can deci de.

TOBEY
(with a nod)
Great! Can you cone over to ny
house after school ? W' ve been
using ny garage to practice in--

CASSY
How about right after school ?
I...could be there by three. Were
do you live?

TOBEY
1707 West Ninth Street.

CASSY
No probl em

I NT. SCOITS GARAGE - DAY

Today, Jody works with an old snare drum and sone traps while
Luci anna tunes her banjo and Tobey sits at the old upright.

Al three teens | ook excited.

JODY
well, all right! A horn!

Now Jody | ooks worri ed.
JODY ( CONT' D)

Maybe | shoul d' ve brought the whole
set to show her how we sound.
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TOBEY
Nah, that's okay. W'll nostly be
heari ng Cassy, and maybe tonorrow,
if she works out, we can have the
whol e set - -

Her beautiful trunpet case in tow, Cassy jogs into the Scott
fam ly's garage.
CASSY
(still jogging)
Is this the place?

TOBEY
This is the place; open your case.

Cassy does exactly that; she extracts a shiny new trunpet.
She fondles the horn, then perforns a self-witten piece.

Jody | ooks starry-eyed...Lucianna grins fromear to
ear...Tobey nods to the beat until the tune ends.

TOBEY ( CONT' D)
Hey, Cassy, what was that?

CASSY

Vell, I...1 wote it nyself.
JOoDY

Ww. . .
LUCI ANNA

You' re hired!
Tobey and Jody stare Luci anna down.

LUCI ANNA ( CONT' D)
I"msorry. Maybe we oughta talk it

over.
JOoDY
Ri ght .
TOBEY
Ri ght .
LUCI ANNA
Okay. Let's consult...okay with
you?
TOBEY

Yeah.



51.

Luci anna points to Jody.

LUCI ANNA
How about you?

JODY
Uh huh.

JODY, LUCI ANNA, TOBEY
You' re hired!

CASSY
I"mreally honored. | really
appreciate it. | really do. I'm
gonna be in a real live ragtine

band! This is really great--

TOBEY
Wait a m nute, Cassy: You haven't
heard us play a note yet. W still
need to know when we can get
t oget her.

CASSY
I"min a ragtine band!
(shakes her head "no")
| can't believe it! Ww A ..when
can we get together?

TOBEY
That's right. Wien can we get
t oget her ?

CASSY
Oh. Right! Well...any day but
Wednesday is fine. And right after
school. In fact, 1've got to be
home by five. Is that okay? Is that
possi bl e?

JODY

Al right with ne...but there's one
day where |'ve got to work at the
Sunri se supermarket on M nnesot a.
My dad's the nmanager

LUCI ANNA
And |'ve got guitar |essons on
Thur sdays. That knocks us down to
t hree days...what about weekends?

CASSY
No! Weekends are out!
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TOBEY
That's when we' ||l be perform ng!
CASSY
Oh, well, the weekends...the nights
should be all right.
(frowni ng)
| don't mind the jobs, but...it'll

be hard to practice during the day.

TOBEY
Oh, boy...ny piano | essons are on
Tuesdays. That neans only two
rehear sal days.

LUCI ANNA
Oh, boy. ..

Tobey's face brightens up.

TOBEY
Wait a mnute! Lucianna, if you can
change your guitar lessons to
Wednesdays, |'Il try to change
m ne, too, so that should nmean four
practi ce days.

JODY
I can work at Sunrise on
Wednesdays, too...the store, that

iS.

LUCI ANNA
Al'l right...Wdnesday'l|l be our
wor kday and | esson day...if we can
work it.

CASSY
G eat!

Tobey gestures Cassy into waiting a nonent, then digs four
ragti ne audi o cassettes frominside the piano. She hands the
tapes to a surprised Cassy.

TOBEY
Speaki ng of greats, here're sone
greats for you to listen to.
Cassy shakes her head up and down.
EXT. WASHI NGTON HI GH SCHOOL - DAY

STUDENTS try to get inside the place before the bell tolls.



I NT. WASHI NGTON HI GH FI RST FLOOR HALLWAY - DAY

Jody and Tobey stroll down the corridor.

TOBEY
What do you think?

JODY
About what ?

TOBEY

Cassy Coughlin-Miji ca!
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Jody stops at her | ocker and retrieves her books fromthe

bottom of the | ocker.

JODY
She' s great.
TOBEY
Yeah, she can really play. 1'd like

to hear her play ny instrunent.

Wth Jody's books now in tow, the wal k resunes.

TOBEY ( CONT' D)
But...doesn't she seem a
bit...strange to you?

JODY
Huh?

TOBEY
Jody, | can't seemto put ny finger
onit! It's Iike she's got
sonmething to hide...like, uh, a

politician running for office.
Don't you get that?

JOoDY
No. | just think she's shy. And
real sweet. And she can really
pl ay, Tobey.

TOBEY

I know...and it's not that | don't
i ke her. | mean, Mom and Dad
always tell nme to be up front about
ny feelings.

Tobey reaches her own | ocker. She renoves her

books fromit.
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TOBEY ( CONT' D)
And | feel kind of funny when |
neet sonmeone el se who doesn't seem
to put their cards on the table.

Jody gives Tobey a curious | ook.

TOBEY ( CONT' D)
I"'mglad she's in the band, though.

JODY
Me, too.

Tobey and Jody wal k on.

EXT. SCOITS HOUSE - DAY

TWO HI GH SCHOOL- ACE KI DS wal k by the house in curiosity.
I NT. SCOITS GARAGE - DAY

Tobey passes copies of instrument-specific sheet nusic to
Luci anna, Cassy, and Jody.

Cassy | ooks dunbf ounded.

CASSY
What good were the tapes?

TOBEY
They're a gui de, Cassy. W wanted
to let you hear what we wanted to
do...we wanted to give you an idea
of the sound we're after.

CASSY
Oh.
TOBEY
You did listen to "em didn't you,
Cass?
CASSY
Alittle bit.
TOBEY
Oh, boy...what's a little bit?
CASSY
Those cuts...l'"mon a tine
crunch...l"msorry...don't worry.

Learning the rags shouldn't...won't
be a problem
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TOBEY
That piece you played for us that

you made up was i nprovised, wasn't
it?

CASSY
Ch, no! | wote it down and
menorized it.

Jody | ooks enchant ed.

CASSY ( CONT' D)
Don't worry.
(hol di ng up her hand)
I can get this stuff. And I wll.
You know "Peacheri ne Rag?"

TOBEY
Sure. It was on one of the tapes we
gave you.

CASSY
That was one of the cuts | |istened

to. Wanna try it?
Wth Lucianna on banjo, Jody playing a full drum set, Tobey
bangi ng that old upright piano, and Cassy tooting her
trunpet, it's Scott Joplin's "Peacherine Rag."

Tobey | aunches a four-bar intro that brings Jody and Luci anna
into the piece.

Twenty bars after drunms and banjo cone in, trunpet does, too:
Cassy's horn sol o smacks of pol ka.

Twenty bars into Cassy's sol o, Tobey, Lucianna, and Jody (al
three | ook di sarned) stop playing.

CASSY ( CONT' D)

Sorry about that. | know what |
did. "'msorry, and I won't do it
anynore.

TOBEY

Yeah...but it was real neat.
Strange. .. but neat. What was it?

CASSY
It was a little bit of "She's Too
Fat for Me."

LUCI ANNA

VWhat ?
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CASSY
"She's Too Fat for Me." | was going
todoalittle...but | went
over boar d.
JODbY
VWowl
CASSY

Since there are bits of polka in
the B strain, | thought: "Wy not
just go on with a polka riff?"

TOBEY
Good idea. But cut it down. You've
only got sixteen bars.

Cassy nods.
TOBEY ( CONT' D)
By the way, how nmuch did you play
"Peacherine Rag?"

CASSY
Once.

And Tobey shakes her head up and down.

EXT. WEST DUKE STREET APARTMENTS, VERM LLION, SD - DAY
SOVE COLLEGE STUDENTS throw a party.

I NT. JASON W LLI AMS' APARTMENT - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Jason and Tobey sit at his piano as another |esson
conmences...this tine on a Wdnesday.

TOBEY
Ever since we found Cassy...well,
since she found us, we're having
the tine of our lives.

JASON
Sounds good, Tobey.
TOBEY
Oh, it's fun, all right, and I |ove

what we're playing. But |I'm
beginning to wish I'd had three
hands.
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JASON
Yeah, | know, but if you don't have
a bass, your left hand's got to do

nor e.
Tobey and Jason rearrange the sheet nusic on the piano.

JASON ( CONT' D)
Wsh I could help, but I don't know
anyone in Sioux Falls. You put that
ad anywhere el se besi des school ?

TOBEY
Not since sunmer.

JASON
Tell you what: Try getting them
around town. Can't hurt.

TOBEY
Sounds |i ke a w nner.

MONTAGE SEQUENCE

EXT. TENTH AND MAI N STREETS, SIQUX FALLS, SD - DAY

Tobey, arned with copies of her band's new ad, tacks one up
on a bench at a city bus stop.

I NT. RECORD STORE AT EMPI RE MALL - NI GHT
Jody hands a copy of the ad to THE CLERK

The ad goes like this: "WANTED: BASSI ST FOR RAGTI ME BAND-
MUST BE EI GHTEEN OR UNDER. CALL TOBEY AT 336-0001."

EXT. M NNESOTA AVENUE - NI GHT

Luci anna sticks a copy of the same ad on a tel ephone pole.
I NT. WASHI NGTON HI GH FI RST FLOOR HALLWAY - DAY

Cassy hangs a copy of the sane flyer on the bulletin board.

END MONTAGE

I NT. TOBEY' S BEDROOM - NI GHT
The phone RINGS here; Tobey picks it up, and...
I NT. SCHUERHOLZES' KITCHEN - NI GHT

...K. D. has the receiver of the kitchen phone to her ear.
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| NTERCUT - PHONE CONVERSATI ON
K. D.
(i nto phone)
Is this Tobey who's | ooking for a
bass pl ayer?

TOBEY
Yes. ..

K. D.
BLAAAA!

K.D. slans the phone down in Tobey's ear.

TOBEY
That darned K. D.!

Tobey rests a fist on her chin.

EXT. SCOITS HOUSE - N GHT

A MAN j ogs down West Ninth on this day in | ate Septenber.
I NT. TOBEY'S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Tobey watches "Hill Street Blues"” on her TV. As soon as the
show s plot heats up, Joe Bob wal ks into her bedroom
JCE BOB
Tobey?
TOBEY
Hi , Dad.

She gestures himinto taking a seat on her bed. He does.

JCE BOB
| hear you've got yourselves a horn
now. Sounds |ike you' re doin' al
right.

TOBEY
A trunpet. Cassy Coughlin-Mijica's
our trunpet player.

Joe Bob nods.

TOBEY ( CONT' D)
You' re gonna neet her pretty soon,
Dad. She's real good...but she can
never stay past four forty-five.



59.

JCE BOB
Your nom says it sounds |loud in
there...in the garage.

TOBEY
Unh oh.

JCE BOB

Tobey, don't get the wong idea.
Your nother |oves your nusic. Just

digs it! I"'mthinkin' 'bout Dr.
Mei er henry.

TOBEY
No problemat all. Cassy's been

with us for three weeks and we
haven't heard word the first from
Mei erhenry...or his spruce trees.

Tobey junps up to turn her TV's sound DOMN, then returns to
the bed to sit next to Joe Bob.

TOBEY ( CONT' D)
Just what is he, anyway?

JCE BOB

He's a pl ant pat hol ogi st.
TOBEY

Oh.
JCE BOB

Haven't you been wonderin' why you
haven't heard fromhimlately?

TOBEY
Vell, no...

JCE BOB
Here's why: He's not hone. A
nei ghbor kid's been waterin' his
plants and feedin" his cats.

TOBEY
You' re ki ddi ng.

JCE BOB
You' ve been so busy, Tobey, you
haven't noticed. Dr. Meierhenry is
i n Col orado.

TOBEY
VWhat's he there for?
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JCE BOB
Well, sone trees in Col orado have
survived the blight. And he's out
there studyin' 'em

TOBEY
That's neat.

JCE BOB
Not that neat. He's comin' back
soon and now that you've got Cassy
and you're still lookin' for a bass
pl ayer, you could be in a heap of
trouble. Wth him that is.

Joe Bob pats his daughter on the shoul der.

JCE BOB ( CONT' D)
Thi nk about that, wll you?

TOBEY
Yeah. But, Dad, we only practice in
the afternoons, after school. W're
not exactly the Go-(Go's.

JCE BOB
I"mjust tellin" you.

TOBEY
| understand...thanks.

Tobey ki sses her father.
EXT. WASHI NGTON HI GH SCHOOL - DAY
Books in hand, Tobey hurries out of the building on this

Cct ober day when ELI ZABETH JEANNE "BETSEY" HEMM NGSEN (15,
t ough-tal king; cute) strides up to her.

BETSEY
You Tobey?

TOBEY
Yeah.

BETSEY

I wanna talk to you.

TOBEY
But 1'min a hurry.

Bet sey keeps up the pace with the still-hurrying Tobey.



61.

BETSEY
You want a bass player or not?
TOBEY
You nean you?
BETSEY
Yeah. What about it?
TOBEY
Nothing at all. It's just that

you' ve gotta audition.

BETSEY
Yeah. Okay. Now?

TOBEY
That's fine. It's at ny house. It's
in the garage out back. Were's
your bass?

BETSEY
"1l get it. Wiere you live?

TOBEY
1707 West Ninth Street.

BETSEY
I'"l'l be there.

TOBEY
You've got to get there fast. W
quit at four forty-five.
By now, the two teenagers reach:
EXT. WEST TENTH STREET - DAY

And their rather fast pace continues.

BETSEY
Can't mss the |local news, huh?
TOBEY
It's a long story. Wat's your
name?
BETSEY
Bet sey.
TOBEY

Bet sey who?
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BETSEY
Bet sey Henmi ngsen.
TOBEY
Funny. ..l never see you in school.

Bet sey flashes an inpish grin.
I NT. SCOTTS GARAGE - DAY

Tobey, Cassy, Lucianna, and Jody congregate around their
nmusi cal instrunents.

TOBEY
Vell, we didit. W ve finally got
oursel ves a bass player. You' ve got
to neet--

Betsey carries a burlap bag and a snmall anp into the garage.

TOBEY ( CONT' D)
Bet sey, glad you coul d nake
it...meet our trunpet player, Cassy
Coughl i n-Mij i ca; our drumrer, Jody
Boonmsma; and our banjo player,
Luci anna Andr eucci .

Tobey points to each fell ow bandnenber while she introduces
themto Betsey.

TOBEY ( CONT' D)
Everybody. .. nmeet Betsey Henm ngsen.

A noddi ng Betsey pulls out her bass...an old Fender Scotch-
taped together in a manner simlar to how Eddie Van Halen's
gui tar stays intact.

She now hol ds her anmp's power cord and | ooks around.

BETSEY
Hey, where do | plug in?

LUCI ANNA
My old toy robot gives nore power
than that anp. And it runs on
batteries!

BETSEY
Oh, yeah?

Tobey el bows Luci anna.
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LUCI ANNA
Hey...l"msorry. The outlet's over
there...but why don't you plug into

ny anp?
Bet sey wal ks over to Lucianna's anp and plugs her bass in.

LUCI ANNA ( CONT' D)
| didn't nmean anything by it.

TOBEY
What cha want to do, Betsey?

BETSEY
Uh. .. how about "Charl eston Rag?"

Tobey's nmouth flies open.

TOBEY
VWhat ?

BETSEY
This is a ragtinme band, ain't it?

TOBEY
Sure is! | think "Charleston Rag' s"
great. In fact, Luci and Cassy are
wor ki ng on doing the Charleston to
it for some choreography. You like
Eubi e Bl ake?

BETSEY
My brother says Eubie Bl ake was the
greatest ragtiner ever. Bar none.

JOoDY
What's your brother play?

BETSEY
Bass. Sane as ne. Matter of fact,
he taught ne.

TOBEY
He coul d' ve auditi oned with us.

BETSEY
Are you ki dding? At twenty-eight
years old? He ain't got tine to be
in a band.

Tobey goes to the old upright, Cassy grabs her tenor sax,
Luci anna grabs her banjo, Betsey does a bass run, and Jody
works on drumfills. Then:
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TOBEY
Al right! One! Two! One! Two!
Three! Four!
And the five girls launch "Charl eston Rag!"
SAME SCENE - TWO M NUTES LATER

Everybody but Betsey nods at one anot her.

JODY
She sure was right on top of the
beat .
TOBEY
She heard every change | pl ayed.
LUCI ANNA
Very...nice.
CASSY
She seens really good.
TOBEY
(to Betsey)
You're in...if you want to be.
BETSEY
(noddi ng)

You guys nake any noney?

TOBEY
Not yet. We've just conpleted our
band. Thing we've got to do now is
get to work, learn some nore songs,
learn to work together. Then we can
adverti se.

Jody shakes her head up and down.

JODY
I think we can start advertising
by, oh, Christnas.

TOBEY
Yeah...why don't we try "Charl eston
Rag" again? See what we can do this
tinme.

The Ragti ne Ensenbl e of Sioux Falls rehearses "Charl eston
Rag" once nore. This tine, Cassy and Lucianna try to do the
Charl eston...and Betsey attenpts to dance after sixteen bars.



After thirty-two bars, the garage door flips open.
Wal ter stands in the doorway.

The nusi c stops.

JOoDY

Uh oh.
TOBEY

Vel cone back, M. Meierhenry.
WALTER

Dr. Meierhenry. And this is no

wel cone at all. | thought you said

this wouldn't continue, Tobey.

TOBEY
| did promise there'd be no nore
firecrackers, Dr. Meierhenry. And
there won't be.
(to herself)
It's Senatobia, not Tobey.

VWALTER
You'll have to find another place
to practice, Tobey. Wat's nore,
it's getting colder outside. Aren't
you col d?

Al'l five ragtinmers shake their heads in the negative.

BETSEY
Who is this nman?

TOBEY
Qur nei ghbor, Dr. Meierhenry. He
lives...and works...next door.

Bet sey eyebal | s Walter.
BETSEY
You got a problem man? Does nusic
bot her you or sonet hi ng?
Walter's face freezes.
BETSEY ( CONT' D)
Look, keep cool. We're not about to
mess up sonebody's thing. Right?

Betsey turns to her bandnmates.
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BETSEY ( CONT' D)

So, we'll take care of it.
(to Walter)
Don't worry, man. |I'Il take care of

it.
Wal ter | ooks at Tobey...who gazes at Betsey.

TOBEY
She'll take care of it.

Wal ter | eaves the garage...and Tobey stares even harder at
t he band's newest nenber.

BETSEY
Vell, don't | ook at ne!

TOBEY
Betsey, this is it! Qur only
practice place!
Luci anna shrugs.

TOBEY ( CONT' D)
How re you gonna take care of the

sound?

BETSEY
| said |I'd take care of it and |
will. You got ny word.

EXT. SCOITS GARAGE - DAY

Bet sey | eans agai nst the garage door and Beverl ey stands next
to her when Tobey, Jody, Lucianna, and Cassy arrive.

BEVERLEY
(all smles)
W have a surprise for you

TOBEY
we?

BEVERLEY
Bet sey and 1I.

Jody, Cassy, Tobey, and Lucianna | ook confused.

Beverl ey opens the garage door, and...Betsey's fellow
ragtiners find nmattresses covering the walls!



BEVERLEY ( CONT' D)
Kills two birds with one stone:
I nsul ates and soundproofs the
gar age.

Bet sey nods.

TOBEY
How. .. how...what'd you do?

BEVERLEY
Wl |, this norning, Tobey, after
you left for school, | was cleaning

t he bat hroom sink, and I saw
sonet hing crawl i ng down t he
driveway toward the garage.

Now Betsey's all smles.

BEVERLEY ( CONT' D)
A mattress...but Betsey is under
it! Little ol" Betsey.

Cassy, Lucianna, and Jody eyeball each other.

BEVERLEY ( CONT' D)
| went over to the garage soon as
she dropped the mattress, and |
asked her: "Why're you dropping a
mattress in front of our garage?
And why aren't you in school ?
You're just a kid!"

Bet sey opens her nouth to talk, but:

BEVERLEY ( CONT' D)

Bet seeeey!

(to Tobey)
She just answers the first
question; says: "lI'mbringing in

twel ve mattresses, not just one!"
Tobey and Betsey try to get words in...but:

BEVERLEY ( CONT' D)
Anyway, Betsey says the mattresses
will et Dr. Meierhenry do his
thing and the band theirs. She said
if she worked all day, she could
get five of those mattresses over
here before she got hone.

Beverl ey shakes her head "no."
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BEVERLEY ( CONT' D)
Boy, what an adrenal gland she's
got !

BETSEY
(to Tobey)
Your nom hel ped me put them up on
the walls. She borrowed a
nei ghbor's truck and put "emin
her e.

TOBEY
Wiere'd you get 'enf

BETSEY
From abandoned bui | di ngs.

TOBEY
I's that where you live?

BETSEY
No! But | know 'em Used to play
there when | was younger. There's a
ot of things I know.

BEVERLEY
You know what ? Nobody's said "thank
you. "

Tobey, Lucianna, Cassy, and Jody AD LIB their gratitude.
I NT. SCOITS GARAGE - DAY

Wth Lucianna on guitar and her bandnmates on their usual
instruments, it's "G me Dat Ding," by the Pipkins.

Ri ght now, the Ragtine Ensenble of Sioux Falls reaches the
refrain after the first verse:

FULL BAND
(si ngi ng)
G mme dat ding, ginme dat, ginmme
gime dat./G me dat ding, ginmme
dat, gime gi me dat./G mre dat
di ng, ginme dat, ginme gi nme
dat./ G mre gi nme gi e dat di ng.

Tobey plays a very ol d-tiney-but-good-tiney piano solo; in
it, Betsey wal ks all over the scale on her bass...and Cassy
pl ays "responses” on her trunpet.

Then:



FULL BAND ( CONT' D)
Aw, gi me dat ding, gime dat,
gime gi nme dat./ G me dat ding,
gi e dat, ginme gime dat./G mme
dat ding, ginme dat, gime gi nme
dat./ G mre gi nme gi e dat di ng.

CASSY
Aw, there goes the netronone.

The seans split on Betsey's bass..

CASSY (CONT' D)
Wthout it, the bells won't ring.

...a string breaks...
LUCI ANNA
(in a deep voice)
Right. That's right.

...and that's the end of Betsey's Fender bass.

Bet sey just stands there, broken bass in her hands.

BETSEY
It was nmy brother's bass.

Al'l the nusic stops.

LUCI ANNA
Wiy don't we bury it and give it a
ni ce funeral ?

BETSEY
In your ear!

Everybody | ooks at Betsey's dead axe.
LUCI ANNA

Betsey, it wasn't your fault. It
was Scot ch-taped toget her.

BETSEY
It was...l was supposed to take
care of it!

TOBEY

Bet sey, what're you going to use
now for a bass? You have any noney
for a new one?
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BETSEY
Nope!

TOBEY
That's what | thought.

LUCI ANNA
Maybe it's tinme to let K D
Schuerhol z into the band.

Tobey grabs the remains of Betsey's bass...and gently whacks
Luci anna on her posterior.

LUCI ANNA ( CONT' D)
Thi nk of all the di scounts!

TOBEY
Cone on. Let's think positive.
Somepl ace in Sioux Falls, there's a
bass for Betsey.

BETSEY
"Il get one.

TOBEY
How?

BETSEY
"Il get one.

TOBEY

Where's your brother?

BETSEY
None of your damm busi ness!

TOBEY
It's okay...we're friends...we
really want to help

BETSEY
All right. He's in jail...for petty
theft. He was caught lifting a
bass...for ne! He wanted ne to have
one so we could both have one and
he coul d teach ne.

Bet sey paces the floor.
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BETSEY ( CONT' D)
He goes to jail for trying to get
ne...a bass and | end up with his
bass. And it breaks...and it's so

dunb!

TOBEY
Vll, | don't think you' d be stupid
enough to get one |ike your brother
di d.

BETSEY
Yeah.

Tobey turns to Cassy, Jody, and Luci anna.

TOBEY
Any of you have any noney?

Luci anna, Cassy, and Jody shake their heads "no."

TOBEY ( CONT' D)

Me, neither.
CASSY
But...l have sonething...
LUCI ANNA
Yeah?
CASSY
| have an idea.
BETSEY
What ?
CASSY

I"ma novie buff, and | collect a

| ot of novie nmenorabilia.
Soundt r acks, pl acards, photographs,
books, magazi nes, everything.

Jody and Tobey | ook attentive as Cassy conti nues.

CASSY (CONT' D)
You know those placards they have
at the entrances to theaters? |'ve
got the one pronoting "Banbi."

LUCI ANNA
How d you get that kind of stuff?
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CASSY
An uncle of mne ran a theater here
in town, but he had to sell it in

the late Sixties, when a | ot of
downt own theaters across the
country were closing dowmn. He got
nme hooked on novie trivia.

Cassy brightens up

CASSY ( CONT' D)
What's nore, |'ve got some old
"Variety" nmagazines from 1941-42,
around the tinme D sney made

" Banbi . "
BETSEY
Cassy, | ook--
CASSY

| always thought: "Soneday, it'd
cone in handy. Like in an
energency.” And this is an

emer gency.
TOBEY

Cassy, wait a mnute--
CASSY

Tobey, | really want to do this.

How nmuch can you get a good bass
for, Betsey?

BETSEY
Saw a nice bass in a pawn shop
downt own, Cassy. The guy let ne see
it. Wants two hundred. It's a good
one.

Cassy nods.
JODY
How much do you think all that
"Banbi " nmenorabilia is worth?

CASSY
Fi ve hundred doll ars.

Cassy' s bandmat es | ook dumnbf ounded.

BETSEY
WHERE' S THE GOLD M NE AT?
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CASSY
In ny attic.

EXT. ANTI QUES AND THEN SOME - DAY
This is a small, well-stuffed store in downtown Sioux Falls.
I NT. ANTI QUES AND THEN SOME SALESFLOCR - DAY

A clerk named KAYE KLEI NHENZ (20s) waits on Tobey and Cassy.
Cassy holds a large box filled with magazi nes, records, and a
placard that's well-w apped in cell ophane.

CASSY
Kaye, renmenber those "Varieties"
and that "Banbi" placard | showed
you?

KAYE
When was that, Cassy?

CASSY
Oh, a year and a half ago.

Kaye stares out the store's front wi ndow a few seconds.

KAYE
You' re right!

Cassy puts the box on an old oak dining table next to the
counter, then gestures Kaye into | ooking at the menorabilia.

Wi | e Kaye and Cassy exchange gl ances, Tobey stares out the
front w ndow.

KAYE ( CONT' D)
(noddi ng at Cassy)
You know, this is a |ot nicer than
I remenber ed.

CASSY
You' re ki ddi ng.

KAYE
You' ve done a great job of
preserving these magazi nes. And the
pl acard.

CASSY
How nmuch woul d you want for it all?

KAYE
You're ready to sell it all?
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Cassy nods in authority.
KAYE ( CONT' D)
What a great job. 1'll give you
five hundred sixty.

Tobey does a doubl et ake.

CASSY
You' re ki dding. .
KAYE
That's a fair price. But 1'll tell

you what: Let nme give a receipt for
the itens and you talk it over with
your fol ks.

A FEW CUSTOVERS wal k i nsi de the store.

KAYE ( CONT' D)
Take your tine, and if there's any
guestion, you can have it all back.
I"mnot selling "til | hear--

CASSY
No, that's all right, Kaye. Five
hundred si xty sounds great.

Cassy and Kaye shake hands...Tobey just shakes.
I NT. SCOITS GARAGE - DAY

Cassy presents Betsey with that two-hundred-dollar bass and a
new anp.

Bet sey | ooks solem...and grateful.

BETSEY
You know sonet hing? Al ny life,
nobody' s ever bought ne a catcher's
mtt or a doll or a new bike or
anyt hing. And now here's Cassy, a
total stranger--

JODY
She's not a stranger. She's a
friend.
BETSEY
(studi es the new bass)
One thing's for sure: |I'mnot gonna

forget it.



TOBEY
Me, neither...what a terrific thing

to do.
LUCI ANNA

Al | knowis I'd ve never done it.
CASSY

Wll, the main thing is: Betsey got
her axe and we've got a band again.

BETSEY
W' ve got to renane the band for
Cassy.

TOBEY
Huh?

BETSEY

W' ve got a band agai n because of
Cassy. Let's call it the Cassy
Coughl i n-Mij i ca Ragti me Ensenbl e.

CASSY
No way!

Bet sey cl aps Cassy on the back.

BETSEY
Cassy, you deserve it.

TOBEY
How about ... how about Thunpers?

Tobey receives four shocked | ooks.

TOBEY ( CONT' D)
Thunper was a character in "Banbi."
And when ragtinme nusic started, it
wasn't even called ragtime. Sone
people called it "piano thunping.”

Cassy nods.
LUCI ANNA
That nakes sense.
BETSEY
Thunpers! 1 like that...how 'bout

you, Cass?

CASSY
I"mreally honored.
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Cassy takes a bow.
EXT. WASHI NGTON HI GH SCHOOL - DAY

It's m d-Novenber...and STUDENTS wear heavier coats to
school

I NT. WASHI NGTON HI GH FI RST FLOOR HALLWAY - DAY
Jody hol ds a poster while Tobey and Luci anna grab a peek.

JODY
What do you think?

The poster features a photo of the band in the center. Bel ow
the picture is "THUMPERS," and in smaller letters: "NOW
ACCEPTI NG BOOKI NGS- CALL: TOBEY SCOTT, 336-0001."

JODY ( CONT' D)
I hope it was all right to use your
nunber on the poster, Tobey.

TOBEY
Yeah...but all the kids know who we
are by now.

JODY
(shaki ng her head "no")
Absol utely nobody knows Betsey. Not
even us!

TOBEY
Yeah! But she's good! They'l!l think
she's a professional.

LUCI ANNA
Hey...did you show Betsey these
posters yet, Jody?

JODbY
No...she wasn't out there this
nor ni ng.

I NT. TOBEY'S BEDROOM - N GHT

Thi s Monday ni ght, Tobey watches the NFL gane (Pittsburgh at
New Ol eans) on TV when the phone RINGS. She rushes to get
t he phone.

TOBEY
(i nto phone)
Hel | 0?
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K.D. (V.0)
You say Thunpers are ready for
gi gs?
TOBEY
Yes, that's right.
K.D. (V.0)
Yeah, well, you'll have to do a | ot
nore thunpin' before we'll hire

you!

Tobey HEARS t he phone slamed down in her ear. She then sl ans
her own phone down.

TOBEY
K. D. agai n!

EXT. WASHI NGTON HI GH SCHOOL - DAY

During lunchtine, SEVERAL STUDENTS abandon the buil ding and
junp into their cars.

I NT. WASHI NGTON HI GH SCHOOL CAFETERI A - DAY

Tobey, Lucianna, and Jody eat |lunch here. (Jody's is a sack
[ unch.)

TOBEY
M ndy Kriegmann asked us if we
could do a Christmas party.

Jody shakes her head "yes."

TOBEY ( CONT' D)
Her dad owns Jolly Ike's Pizza and
Ice Cream Garden on West Forty-
First, and he's letting her have
the party there. And he's given her
fifty dollars for entertai nnent!

Luci anna | ooks uni npressed.

LUCI ANNA
That's why she asked us, Tobey.
What kind of entertainment can you
get for fifty clans? That's ten
api ece for the whol e night!
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TOBEY
(between bites)
Lucianna, it's ten nore dollars
than you' ve got right now, and it's
our first real gig! It'll get us an
audi ence. .. a nuch-needed one.

JODY
(to Luci anna)
She's making a | ot of sense.

TOBEY
(taki ng another bite)
And if we click...and we're
gonna...we'l|l get other jobs!
(mmcs Steve Martin)
And the nost amazing thing about it
is...we'll get paid for it!

LUCI ANNA
| guess it is amazing.

Luci anna goes back to eating.

EXT. SCOITS HOUSE - N GHT

The porch light's on during this night in early Decenber.
I NT. SCOTTS LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

Beverl ey (she stands) and Joe Bob (he sits on the sofa) watch
as Tobey neets Jody at the front door.

Tobey wears a red suit, bow tie, and straw hat. Jody's
outfit: A blue suit, string tie, and derby hat.

TOBEY
Jody, you look like a real ragtine
pi oneer. Love that outfit.

JODY
Thanks. My nom nmade the jacket.
Designed it herself.

Jody flashes a knowi ng smle.
JODY ( CONT' D)
| guess it pays to watch those

"Littl e House on the Prairie"
reruns.

Beverley | ooks on, too...in a bit of pride.
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BEVERLEY
Looks great. Boy, | wish I knew how
to sew |like that.
(to Joe Bob)
What do you think of Jody's and
Tobey's outfits?

JCE BCB
Very nice.

Beverl ey throws her hands up.

Wi |l e Jody gestures her appreciation to Joe Bob, Lucianna (in
a gray suit, 1910s necktie, and fedora) and Cassy (in her
bl ack suit, ascot tie, and top hat) enter the house.

Beverl ey eyebal | s Cassy and Luci anna.

BEVERLEY
Very nice! Looks |like a page out of
ny old history book.

Cassy's is a huge smle.

CASSY
If 1'd been thinking, 1'd ve
brought ny hundred-year-ol d canera.

LUCI ANNA
| have trouble enough with a
Pol ar oi d.
(1 ooki ng around)
Hey...where's Betsey? W'll be
| at el

TOBEY
Yeah! Where in the world is Betsey?

Cassy, Jody, Lucianna, and Tobey eyeball each other.

JODY
She' Il show. Think M ndy nmessed
around with the instrunents after
we set them up?

TOBEY
Are you ki ddi ng? She saw how
careful we were this afternoon
Especially you, Jody.

JODY

(grinning)
She doesn't have ny sti cks.
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LUCI ANNA
Maybe we should go over to Jolly
| ke's. Maybe Betsey thought she was
to neet us there.

TOBEY
Nope. She's aware of where we're
neeting. She's never been |ate.

BEVERLEY
Di d she have anything to wear?

The four teens just gaze at Beverl ey.

BEVERLEY ( CONT' D)
When you all decided on the Teddy
Roosevelt | ook, did Betsey say
anyt hi ng?

Tobey stares in space.

TOBEY
No...she didn't say anything.

BEVERLEY
Where do you think a girl Iike
Bet sey would get a
suit...especially one that old...or
one her size?

TOBEY

I never thought about that.
CASSY

Me, neither.
LUCI ANNA

Same place Ricky Schroder does?

JODY
You think she woul dn't show up
because she doesn't have a suit?
She shoul d' ve sai d sonet hing! W
coul d' ve wor ked sonet hi ng out!

Luci anna paces the fl oor.

LUCI ANNA
We're in trouble! She's gonna bl ow
it for us...our first gig...down--

JODY
Luci anna!
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Luci anna stops pacing the floor.

BEVERLEY
Luci anna, cal m down. Everything'l
be all right. Wait a few m nutes.

LUCI ANNA
And then what, Ms. Scott?

BEVERLEY
And then we'll see. Can | get you
anyt hi ng? Pop? Kool - Aid? M I Kk?

LUCI ANNA
You got a Valiunf

Luci anna' s request surprises everybody in the room

TOBEY

Luci anna!

(eyebal | s Beverl ey)

Think 1'1l have a pop, Mom
LUCI ANNA

Me, too, Ms. Scott. You got a

Tw nki e?
BEVERLEY

Cassy? Jody?

Jody and Cassy shake their heads "no..." then recline on the
Scotts' sofa.

I NT. SCOITS' KITCHEN - N GHT

Tobey and Lucianna (the latter eats Twi nkie after Tw nkie)
sit at the table, their soft drinks within reach

JODY (O S.)
She' s here!

Luci anna and Tobey rush to get to the front door.
I NT. SCOTTS LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

Jody and Cassy stand at the front door, where Betsey poses in
a small, hooded raincoat. Her bass is by her side.

BETSEY
Sorry I'm |l ate.

LUCI ANNA
It's cool.
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TOBEY
Bet sey, whatever you have on is
okay. After all, it's the nusic,
not the clothes.

BETSEY
Yeah, well, how about this?

Bet sey unzips her raincoat...and reveals a brown suit, brown
corduroy pants, a beige shirt, and a Stetson hat.

LUCI ANNA
(to Betsey)
You | ook nice. You | ook rugged...

JODbY
Li ke Al manzo W/ der.

TOBEY
Where' d you get it?

Beverl ey watches the five Thunpers as they put their wnter
coats on.

BEVERLEY
Good | uck tonight!
(to Joe Bob)
Ri ght, honey?

JCE BCB
Uh...right.

Joe Bob catches Beverley's concerned | ook.
EXT. JOLLY IKE' S Pl ZZA AND | CE CREAM GARDEN - NI GHT

Thi s good-si zed, gaudily-painted restaurant fills up with
HI GH SCHOOL- AGE STUDENTS.

INT. JOLLY IKE'S KITCHEN - N GHT

M NDY KRI EGVANN (16), who's as casually dressed as the other
custoners, briefs Betsey, Cassy, Jody, Lucianna, and Tobey.

M NDY
Oh, you're late. Sone of the kids
are here already. You all |oo0k

great, just |ike you stepped off

t he cover of sone old sheet nusic.
The instruments are just like you
put themin the Jolly Room Hungry?

It all conmes out in one breath.
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CASSY
(whi spers to bandmat es)
G ve ne her lung power and | can
really blow a horn.

M NDY
VWhat we'll do is wait a bit |onger
for everyone to cone and then I'11I
i ntroduce you. Ckay? Want ne to
i ntroduce you all by nane?
(to Betsey)
Oh. . . except you?

TOBEY
No, that's okay. It'd sound better
if you just give the nanme of the
band.

M NDY
Ckay. . .
(still 1ooks at Betsey)
I hope you guys really rock.

Tobey and her fellow Thunpers | ook puzzl ed.

INT. JOLLY IKE'S JOLLY ROOM - NI GHT

This is the place for private parties here at the eatery.
Tonight, it resenbles a ballroom Red and green ball oons hang
fromthe ceiling and the red-and-white-striped walls...a

| arge buffet table features appetizers and a punch bow .

The back of the room sports a bandstand where m kes, their
stands, and Thunpers' own instrunents rest...as does a pre-
1929 upright piano that's been painted white.

The piano's nmusic rack is off...revealing nulticolor strings
and mul ticol or hammers.

MORE HI GH SCHOOLERS (nost in their everyday duds) stand and
gab with the five teenage ragtinmers.

Tobey pulls Jody by the arm

TOBEY
Hey, Jody!

JODY
VWhat ?
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TOBEY
Look...over there by the punch
bow .

K.D. (she's in a three-piece suit that features slacks and a
gaudy necktie) stands by the punch bow, where she fills her
cup as if she's got no tonorrow.

JODY
Oh. ..

TOBEY
K. D. Schuer hol z.

Jody coaxes Tobey into wal king to the stage.
Tobey frowns in K.D."s direction...to no avail.
M ndy reaches the stage and grabs the center m ke.

M NDY

(into m ke)
Al'l right, everybody...here's our
entertainment for tonight...let's
give a warm wel cone to...Junpers!

As M ndy goes off to blend with the crowd, Tobey, Cassy,
Jody, Lucianna, and Betsey hot-foot it to the bandstand.

TOBEY
(to M ndy)
That's Thunpers!

Thunpers open with a "Music! Misic! Miusic!" that features
Luci anna on guitar. The five girls play the opening chords
and...no electrical power!

A BOY in front of the stage shouts at the band.

BOY #1

Hey, that ain't no Duran Duran!
LUCI ANNA

Hey!
BETSEY

VWhat the hell...

M ndy sprints her way back to the platform

TOBEY
What happened to the anps?



M NDY
What the hell is going on?

TOBEY
I don't know...nmaybe the socket's
bad. Can we plug in sonewhere el se?

Cassy goes over to the anps to exam ne them

M NDY
There's nothing wong with the
socket !

CASSY

The fuse is mssing. In fact, both
of them The caps are gone.

TOBEY
(peering into crowd)
VWHERE' S SCHUERHOLZ?

M NDY
Look, Tobey, what's going on here?
Are you gonna play some nusic or
not ?

TOBEY
Somebody' s stol en our fuses! We're
not effective w thout
anplification...and our anps don't
work wit hout fuses! Now where's
K. D. Schuer hol z?

M ndy draws a bl ank | ook.

TOBEY ( CONT' D)
She was the one who ripped us off!

JODY
Cone on, Tobey. W don't have any
substanti al evi dence.

K. D. now stands next to Tobey.

K. D.
Did you call?

TOBEY
Al right, KD, fun tine's over.
Let's have those fuses.

K. D.
Fuses?
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TOBEY
That's right. The ones you took out
of our anps. A joke's a joke, but
you' ve gone far enough. It's not
fair to Mndy or to us. So cough up
t hose fuses...now

K. D.
| don't know what you're talking
about .

TOBEY

You don't, huh?
K. D. shakes her head sideways.

TOBEY ( CONT' D)
Al'l right, since you' re soooo
i nnocent, help us out. Call your
dad and have himget us sone new
ones fromhis store. He'd do that
for you, wouldn't he?

Tobey shrugs.

TOBEY ( CONT' D)
Look, ny dad'll even go over there
to pick "emup

K. D.
My father's not here. He and ny
not her are in M nneapolis...taking
in a play. They won't be back 'til
late. I'd really like to help you,
Tobey, but there isn't anything I
can do.

Tobey gives K.D. a dirty | ook.
EXT. JOLLY IKE' S PI ZZA AND | CE CREAM GARDEN - NI GHT

Tobey, Cassy, Jody, Betsey, and Lucianna stand in the parking
ot with their druns, horns, and strings.

BETSEY
(to Tobey)
You really think it was Schuerhol z?

TOBEY
Doggone right. |1 know it was.
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LUCI ANNA
Sane here. Did you see her baby
bl ue eyes when you put it to her?

TOBEY
Doggone right she did it.

BETSEY
Don't you worry 'bout a thing. "1l
get her.

TOBEY
Don't you dare. You're in enough
troubl e over that suit.

BETSEY
| told you the suit's borrowed!

Tobey feels Betsey's suit.

TOBEY
You know, we coul d've worked
somet hing out...or could ve |ent
you sonething. You didn't have to
steal anyt hi ng.

A 1983 Ford van pulls up; all five Thunpers junp in.

BETSEY
| didn't steal any damm suit!

MONTAGE SEQUENCE

I NT. FORD VAN - NI GHT

Betsey taps Geg (the driver) on the shoulder...to get himto
make a stop.

EXT. WEST THI RTI ETH STREET APARTMENTS - NI GHT

Bet sey wal ks toward the building...and gains entrance.
I NT. FORD VAN - NI GHT

Tobey, Cassy, Lucianna, Jody, and G eg | ook surprised.
EXT. WEST THI RTI ETH STREET APARTMENTS - NI GHT

Bet sey reappears...this time, in her own clothes: Jeans,
dirty jacket, and baseball cap.
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EXT. COUGHLI N- MJJI CAS' HOUSE - NI GHT

This ranch-style house has all its lights on tonight.
I NT. FORD VAN - NI GHT

Cassy's face shows worry.

EXT. COUGHLI N- MJJI CAS' HOUSE - NI GHT

The front door opens...and reveals Cassy's nom WESLEY MARI E
COUGHLI N- MJJI CA (40s), who waves at the van.

I NT. FORD VAN - NI GHT

Cassy waves goodbye to Jody, Geg, and Tobey...then trudges
out of the van w thout her horns!

Jody and Tobey | ook dunbfounded as they watch Cassy wal k
toward the house.

END MONTAGE

I NT. SCOITS' LIVING ROOM - N GHT

Tobey and Betsey stand behind the front door; Betsey's bass
and the two fuseless anps rest next to the two girls.

Joe Bob and Beverl ey saunter over to the duo.

BEVERLEY
Your fuses, huh? You really think
it was that Schuerholz girl? I
can't believe it!

TOBEY
Mm |I'msure it was K. D., but |
just couldn't prove it...anyway,
it's all over now.

Joe Bob shakes his head left and right.

JCE BOB

Tobey, that's the way of the world.
TOBEY

I know, Dad.
JCE BOB

It's not the last gig in the world,
Tobey.
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BEVERLEY

Your father's right. It's not the
last gig in the world, so cheer up
and wait for the next one.

(to Joe Bob)
Tel |l her about the tinme you got
sabotaged in North Platte. Back in
"71.

JCE BCB
Agai n?

I NT. TOBEY'S BEDROOM - N GHT

The host now reclines in bed while guest Betsey occupies a
sl eepi ng bag.

TOBEY
Listen, Betsey, I'msorry | didn't
bel i eve you...that your suit wasn't
stol en.

BETSEY
| didn't say it wasn't stolen,
Tobey.

TOBEY
You di d!

BETSEY

No, | said | didn't steal it!
There's a big differencel

TOBEY
Yeah?

BETSEY
My brother has a cellmate who knows
t hese people. They fence things.
One week, it's neat...big chunks of
cow, sides of beef. Next week, it's
TVs or stereos or watches or
sonet hi ng.

TOBEY
This week, it's--

BETSEY
Men's suits. Best quality.
Wol . .. sharkskin. Anyway, it's next
week, not this. | got the junp on
it. Had ny pick.



Tobey's nmouth flies open.

BETSEY ( CONT' D)
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Boy, am | glad they had one for ne!

TOBEY

So you went to their apartnent--

BETSEY

Their suite of apartnents. Changed
there. Had to get the suit back
bef ore the next day, though. That

was the deal
Now Tobey sits up in her bed.

BETSEY ( CONT' D)
My brother fixed it for me.

don't

know what he had to do, but you can

believe it cost him

TOBEY
Yeah, but, Betsey--

BETSEY

| didn't steal it, Tobey. Soneone

el se did!

Tobey shrugs and goes to sl eep.

A few seconds | ater, Betsey goes to sleep, too.

EXT. SCOITS HOUSE - DAY

Snow bl azes through Sioux Falls.
I NT. TOBEY'S BEDROOM - DAY
Tobey answers the phone:

TOBEY
Hel | 0?

I NT. BETSEY'S SI STER S BEDROOM - DAY

K.D.'s on the other end...as a visitor
Bet sey |ives.

K. D.
I got you anot her party!

| NTERCUT - PHONE CONVERSATI ON

in the house where
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TOBEY
Huh?

K. D
| apol ogize for the dirty trick |
pl ayed on you at Mndy's party. |
took the fuses out while the kids
were taking off their coats and
wal ki ng around and getting punch
and all that.

K. D. pauses for breath.
PULLI NG BACK reveal s Betsey seated al ongsi de K. D.

K. D. ( CONT' D)
And to prove I'msorry, |I'm having
a Christmas party of nmy own and
inviting you to play.

K. D. cups the phone's nouthpiece and turns to Betsey.

K. D. ( CONT' D)
There. That good enough?
(i nto phone)
So, is it now all right, Tobey?

TOBEY
VWhat's the catch, K D. ?

K. D.
No catch. The party's this Friday
night. It's informal.

TOBEY
You're telling ne a story.

K. D. cups the nout hpiece again; she AD LIBS to Betsey, who
finally takes the phone.

BETSEY
It's legit. Tell the others.

I NT. SCOITS GARAGE - DAY
The five young ragtiners stand around the ol d upright piano.

TOBEY
(to Betsey)
How d you do it?

BETSEY
You' re not gonna believe ne.



LUCI ANNA

Try us.
BETSEY

You're still not gonna believe ne.
CASSY

Bet sey, we want to know.
BETSEY

Al'l right, but you still won't

believe it.
Luci anna | ooks annoyed.

BETSEY ( CONT' D)
I cornered her on her way to
school, and | told her if she
didn"t come with nme, 1'd kick her
butt right there in front of the
passing cars on Main Street.

TOBEY
So...she went, huh?

BETSEY
Darn right! She was shaking |like a
bunch of |eaves in the w nd.

JODY
Wiere'd you take her?
BETSEY
| took her honme. Where | live. Wth

ny sister.
Bet sey, Tobey, and Jody take seats on the piano bench.

BETSEY ( CONT' D)
My sister works, so she wasn't
hone. | |ocked Schuerholz and ne in
nmy sister's room She's got a room
of her own.

Cassy and Luci anna nove in closer to their coll eagues.

BETSEY ( CONT' D)
| sleep on the couch in the living
room Then | turned on ny brother's
t ape recorder and nade Schuerhol z

pl ay.



LUCI ANNA
She can't pl ay!

BETSEY
She can play five sinple little
riffs, but she has to figure 'em
out .

TOBEY
But that's not playing...

BETSEY
That's putting it mldly! She can't
even get nost of "emright! So |
t aped her, screeching and groani ng,
and | made her sing.

LUCI ANNA
Sing. ..

BETSEY
Yeah. Sing to her chords. Then |
hooked the machine up to the anp. |
pl ugged the output of the tape
recorder into the input of the amp
and turned up the anp real |oud and
pl ayed it back to her.

TOBEY
You pl ayed back the tape you made
of her playing and singi ng?

BETSEY
If you call that singing and
pl ayi ng, yeah. | played it back in
her face...so loud |I'm surprised
you guys didn't hear it over here.

(noddi ng)
My ears are shattered...| hope |
can still play.
JODY

So you stayed with her?

BETSEY
I had to, or else she could ve just
shut it off. Can you just hear it?
A tape of K. D. Schuerholz playing?
Over and over and over and over?
Loud?

LUCI ANNA
Tort ure!

93.



BETSEY
Yeah. For me and for her. | kept
yelling: "You wanna play in a band,
Schuer hol z? You want people to hear
this? Listen up, girl!"

JODY

(giggling)
That was i nhunan to do to her.

LUCI ANNA
Yeah.

CASSY
I think it was brilliant.

TOBEY
Wl |, she had it com ng.

BETSEY
| told her she'd have to stay there
and listen to herself unless she
could think of a way to nake it up
to us for Mndy's party. And she
did...she thought of having one
hersel f.

And Betsey grins.
EXT. SCHUERHOLZES' HOUSE - N GHT
The area around this nice-looking house teens wt

I NT. SCHUERHOLZES' BASEMENT - NI GHT
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h cars.

In this well-furnished basenent, Cassy grabs her trunpet and
Luci anna straps on her banjo...and Tobey sits at the

Schuer hol zes' spi net pi ano.

Bet sey straps her bass on as Jody watches from behi nd her

drum set.
Tobey eyebal | s THE TEENAGE THRONG
TOBEY
(m mcs Johnny Cash)
Hel | o, we're Thunpers.
Thunpers | aunch into "Darktown Strutters' Ball."

Right fromthe start, the teenage razzberries fly
with one fromthe boy fromthe Jolly Ike's party:

...Starting



BOY #1
Hey! What song is that?

BOY #2
I never heard of any of that stuff
you' re playi ng!

G RL #1
Cone on, Tobey! Don't you know any
Cars?

BOY #3

Do Springsteen!

A RL #2
Play some Quiet Riot!

G RL #3
How about sone Prince?

The ragtiners stop the nusic.

TOBEY
Listen...we wanted to do sonething
different. This is good nusic. You
i ke the horns and stuff?

ANOTHER BOY studi es the Ragtine Five.

BOY #4
Yeah...you play all right, but
can't you rock?

SAME SCENE - TEN M NUTES LATER
Thunpers pack their instrunents.

TOBEY
(al nost to herself)
These ki ds have no taste.

JODY
Yeah. | like rock...but they
woul dn' t recogni ze sonet hi ng good
if it cane up and kicked "emin
their butts.

Qui tar case in one hand and banjo case in the other,
| eans against a wall.

LUCI ANNA
So? Maybe we | earned sonet hi ng.

95.

Luci anna
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TOBEY
VWhat ?

LUCI ANNA
W' re good nusicians, right? Good
nmusi ci ans can play anything. If the
ki ds want rock, then they'|ll get
rock. Good rock

TOBEY
W don't play rock
BETSEY
W play rock, we sell out. Show ne
some good rock and I'Il show you- -
LUCI ANNA

There's some good rock. Plenty.
Jody slowy nods.

TOBEY
Yeah, but Lucianna, we started out
playing ragtinme so that we could be
different. Why march backwards?

LUCI ANNA
W need an audi encel!

JOoDY
How do you feel about this, Cassy?

CASSY
Maybe we can bend a little...one of
the first things we wanted to do
was pull sone surprises. Maybe we
can do some rock songs as rags.

Tobey grabs Lucianna's guitar case as Jody, Cassy, and Betsey
pi ck up their own instrunents.

G eg and K. D. enter the basenent; the forner helps his
daughter with the drum set.

TOBEY
Sorry we bonbed, K. D.

K. D.
Bonbed? You were great!

BETSEY
Great your butt!
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K. D
Anyone could tell even fromthe rag
and roll that you guys were real
nmusi ci ans. And the stuff you did at
t he beginning...it was terrific!

BETSEY
You really dug that, huh?

K. D
Yeah!
(with a sharp nod)
You were right, Tobey. | guess I
wasn't good enough to be in your
band.

Tobey nods.

BETSEY
(to K. D)
Wl l, that's okay. W're even now.

CASSY
You really like ragtine, K D. ?

K. D.
Sure! Matter of fact...l still
think there's a place for ne with
your band.

TOBEY
K.D., don't start that again--

K. D.
I don't nean playing!

LUCI ANNA
VWhat else is there?

K. D.
You don't have a manager, do you?

TOBEY
Huh?

CASSY
A manager! No, we don't, do we,
Tobey?

K. D.
Can | be your manager? Can |?
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TOBEY
I guess you'd make a good
manager...|l'mglad you |iked our

nmusic...even if your guests weren't
all that turned on by it..

K. D
Tobey, don't worry about a thing.
Maybe the kids aren't your
audi ence...but "Il find you one.

I NT. SCOITS' LIVING ROOM - N GHT

Tobey and a robe-clad Beverley sit on the sofa.

BEVERLEY
You down in the dunps again, Tobey?
TOBEY
H, Mm
BEVERLEY
What ' s wrong?
TOBEY
Not hi ng, really.
BEVERLEY
Don't tell me the fuses got taken
agai n?
TOBEY
Nope.
BEVERLEY
Betsey all right?
TOBEY
Yep.
BEVERLEY
Was the piano out of tune?
TOBEY
Nope.
BEVERLEY
You can tell ne, Tobey. What
happened?
TOBEY
Mom ..l just want to be alone a

little while.
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Beverl ey wat ches Tobey go upstairs.
I NT. SCOITS UPSTAI RS HALLWAY - NI GHT

On the way to her own room Tobey sees Joe Bob, who reads
today's "Argus Leader"” in his and Beverley's bedroom

He sets the newspaper aside and nmeets Tobey in the hallway.

JCE BCB
Hey, Tobey.

TOBEY
Hel | o, Dad.

JCE BCB
Al right?

TOBEY
Yeah. I'mall right.

JCE BCB
Ni ght .

TOBEY
Ni ght, Dad.

Tobey and Joe Bob wave, then she goes into:

I NT. TOBEY'S BEDROOM - NI GHT

She shuts the door.

Wthin a few seconds, Tobey finds A SOFT KNOCK on that door.

BEVERLEY (O.S.)
Want a piece of cake?

TOBEY
No t hanks, Mom

Beverl ey cracks the door ajar and peers at Tobey through the
crack.

BEVERLEY
It's German chocol at e.

TOBEY
No t hanks.

BEVERLEY
VWhat ?
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TOBEY
No!

Now Beverley wal ks all the way in with a plate with a piece
of that cake on it.

TOBEY ( CONT' D)
Mom | don't want any.

BEVERLEY
I couldn't understand you through
t he door. Here.

Beverl ey shoves the plate toward Tobey.

BEVERLEY ( CONT' D)

Try it...fenmal es have as nuch of a
right to eat in this country as
mal es. .. regardl ess of what Richard
Si nmons says.

Tobey shrugs, takes the plate...and with the provided fork,
digs in.

TOBEY
Thanks.

BEVERLEY
Any tine.

TOBEY

(mouth full)
Mom the kids don't |ike our style.
They really want to hear rock

BEVERLEY
It's...you play good nusic.
(sits on bed)
Darn good nusi c.

Tobey takes a seat on her bed.

TOBEY
Thanks...it's just that they want
rock. They want their own famliar
beat. Luci anna thinks we shoul d
pl ay what they want. Cassandra
t hi nks we shoul d conprom se.

BEVERLEY
How about you?



101.

TOBEY
| don't even want...to, but howre
we gonna wor k?

BEVERLEY
Hnmmm . .

TOBEY
You got any ideas, Mon?

As Tobey takes another bite, Beverley hugs her.

BEVERLEY
Here's ny idea: Every week, | drive
ny extrenely-tal ented daughter way
down to Vermllion to study with an
expert.

Beverl ey squeezes Tobey, who sets her plate down.

BEVERLEY ( CONT' D)
Seens |ike a good idea to get sone
expert advice fromthis expert.
Ri ght ?

TOBEY
Ask Jason? Ri ght!

EXT. WEST DUKE STREET APARTMENTS, VERM LLION, SD - DAY
Snow covers the area around the buil di ng.
I NT. JASON W LLI AMS' APARTMENT - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Tobey sits at Jason's grand piano, while Jason hinself |eans
with one el bow on top of the instrument.

JASON
I thought you'd run up agai nst
sonething like this.

TOBEY
You di d? Way didn't you tell ne?

JASON
I"mnot a Las Vegas handi capper. |
can't predict your problens in
advance.

Tobey shakes her head "yes."
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JASON ( CONT' D)
But you're not the first to run up
against a wall like this. Mpzart
did. Bizet did. I could go on...but
we couldn't get in any lesson tine.

Jason takes a seat next to his Sioux Falls student.

JASON ( CONT' D)
See, Tobey, this is an age-old
artistic decision you' ve got to
make here: Do you want to play the
music you like...or do you want to
be cool and hip?

TOBEY
vell, I...

JASON
Now, there's nothing wong with
bei ng popular. It's fun, but if
you' ve got to conpromni se your
artistic tenperanent to do it, then
you'l |l have to decide whether it's
worth it or not.

Tobey catches Jason's nod.

JASON ( CONT' D)
| used to be a blues singer.

TOBEY
Yeah. You told ne.

JASON
The critics told nme | coul d' ve been
anot her Ivory Joe Hunter. Even
t hough | couldn't sell that one
record, they told ne | put on quite
a show.

Jason shows a nore enthusi astic | ook.

JASON ( CONT' D)
Used to pack this bar on the South
Si de of Chicago...even broke Koko
Tayl or's record.

TOBEY
What ' d they say when you quit?
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JASON
They told me | was stoned out of ny
m nd.
TOBEY
Because you wanted to teach, not
pl ay?
JASON

Yep. | don't get the
recognition...or the noney...as
bef or e.

TOBEY
But you're happier.

JASON
Are you ki dding? I've never been
happi er than I am now.

Tobey | eans back with a nod.

JASON ( CONT' D)
But what I"'mtrying to get at is:
What's right for one person m ght
not be right for another. You m ght
be happier trying for Koko Taylor's
record. Right, Tobey?

Tobey nods in agreenent...but follows that with a bl ank | ook.

TOBEY
Who' s Koko Tayl or?

Jason's eyes light up

EXT. SCOITS HOUSE - DAY

Snow barrels its way through Sioux Falls.
I NT. SCOITS GARAGE - DAY

Tobey, Lucianna, Cassy, Jody, and Betsey sit anong (or at)
their instruments.

LUCI ANNA
Vell, it still wouldn't hurt to put
some rock tunes into our
repertoire. Like | said, we can get
the older folks easily. It's the
ki ds.
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JODY
I like what we've been doing.

TOBEY
Vll, | talked to Jason, and he
said you've gotta do what you fee
confortable with. I like what we're

doing now...but if we were to
change, we'd have to give up a |ot
of artistic integrity.

K.D. (in a green down jacket, super-long scarf, and wool hat)
enters the garage.

TOBEY ( CONT' D)
So...l say let's keep on doi ng what
we' re doi ng.

Betsey turns to K D.

BETSEY
You |l ook |like you' re on a | eash

K. D.
Got a booking for you.

TOBEY
VWat is it? Wiat is it?

K. D.
My father's got a New Year's Eve
party every year. It's in the
afternoon and it's for his
enpl oyees and their famlies and
his regul ar custoners.

Now K. D. takes off her jacket.

K. D. ( CONT' D)
He al ways opens up the main studio
in back for it. And he wants to get
Thunpers to play.

Nobody speaks for a few seconds...then:

JODY
Is that right?

CASSY
Pl ayi ng ragti ne?
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K. D
Yes. He heard you at our house. He
t hi nks you're great!

Tobey, Cassy, Jody, Lucianna, and Betsey eye each other for a
few seconds.

Then they congratul ate K. D.
EXT. SCHUERHOLZ'S MJSI C CENTER - DAY

Thi s good-si zed business on Main Street is marked by a pair
of | arge w ndows.

I NT. SCHUERHOLZ' S MUSI C CENTER MAIN STUDI O - DAY

A LARGE CROAD OF MOSTLY ADULTS (w th SOVE SCHOOL- AGE KI DS)
enj oys refreshnents and indulges in AD LIBBED chit chat.

The listeners are casually dressed...and Thunpers wear their
everyday school cl othes.

Store owner BRENT SCHUERHOLZ (|l ate 30s), a m ke in his hands,
st ands onst age.

Brent signals Jody, who responds with a thunderous drum rol
that ends with a cynbal crash.

BRENT
(into m ke)
Ladi es and gentlenen...|l want you

to relax and enjoy the anmazing, the
rousing, the delightfully different
sound of Sioux Falls' very

own. . . Thunper s!

After the applause erupts, the five girls |launch Jelly Rol
Morton's "Perfect Rag.”

Tobey (on a 1900-29 upright piano whose hamers stand
exposed) bangs out the intro...which | eads to Jody, Betsey,
and banj oi st Lucianna junping right in.

Si xteen bars later, Cassy plays a sixteen-bar tronbone solo.
The crowd's excited...fired up!

SAME SCENE - AN HOUR LATER

Bet sey, Cassy, Jody, Lucianna, and Tobey performthe finale,

"Goody Goody," on a 1900-29 upright piano each. (The hamrers
are exposed on all five old pianos.)
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Al five ragtinmers end "Goody Goody" with a bang...and set
of f a heavy anount of audi ence appl ause.

The guests cone up to the teens and nearly bow them over.

WOVAN #1
Terrificl

MAN #1
Boy, you girls are wonderful!

MAN #2
Are you sure you're teenagers?

WOVAN #2
I just | ove those horns you play!
Say, aren't you the, uh, Coughlin-
Miyjica girl?

A still-radiant Tobey eyeballs Cassy...whose face falls apart
all at once.
CASSY
Uh. ..
WOMVAN #2

Aren't you Dr. Miyjica s girl?
Jody points to Wman #2.

JODY
(al nost interjecting)
Did you really |ike the horns?
Hel ps make our sound, don't you
t hi nk?

WOVAN #2
Yes, it does.

Now Jody noves over to Cassy.

JODY

Don't worry. Nobody connected a
t hi ng.

Jeffery and his nom MARGERY KUEHL (40s), stroll over to
Bet sey and Tobey.

JEFFERY
Very nice, Thunpers!

TOBEY
Thanks, Jeffery!
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MARGERY
I"mhaving a party Friday night,
and I was wondering if your band
woul d play. It's a post-New Year's

party.
Tobey turns to the other ragtine gals.

TOBEY
Jody? Luci anna? Cassy? You hear
that? Friday night okay?

BETSEY
Yeah!

Cassy, Lucianna, and Jody nod in agreenent.
TOBEY

(to Margery)
You bet! Where do you live?

Margery yanks a pencil and a piece of paper from her purse
and wites down the Kuehls' address.

MARGERY
| just | ove you kids.

TOBEY
Thanks!

Jeffery and Margery congratul ate each ot her

Cassy stuffs her trunpet, tronmbone, and tenor saxophone into
t heir cases.

To try to beat Cassy to the door, Tobey junps in the way.

TOBEY ( CONT' D)
Cass! Hol d up!

CASSY
Tobey, |I--

TOBEY
No! Wait! Pl ease--

Jody, Lucianna, and Betsey join Cassy and Tobey at the door.
A few seconds later, K D. joins the confab.

K. D.
Anyt hi ng wrong?
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CASSY
K. D, is there a place we can
tal k...away fromthe party?

I NT. SCHUERHOLZ' S MJSI C CENTER OFFI CE - DAY

Sioux Falls' youngest ragtime band and its nanager stand
anong the furniture in this small office.

TOBEY
Cassy, what in the world is with
you?

Cassy takes a deep breath while K D. closes the door.

CASSY
| didn't nmean to nake a big dea
out of this...but the thing is: My
parents don't know I'mplaying in a
band.

BETSEY
They don't, huh?

TOBEY
Where' d they think you were all
this tine?

CASSY
They thought | went to a
party...which | did.

TOBEY
How about rehearsal s? Were do they
t hi nk you go then?

CASSY
My parents work. My father's a
doctor and ny nother's a conputer
programer. She doesn't get hone
until a bit after five--

TOBEY
So that's why you' ve gotta be hone
by five. But why can't you just
tell themyou play in a--

JODY
Tobey, woul d you please |et her
finish?

CASSY

I'"'ma classi cal nusi ci an.
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JODY
(to Tobey)
She's a real |ive prodigy.

Cassy | ooks enbarrassed.

BETSEY
Is that right?
CASSY
(noddi ng)
Thing is, when Momcones in at
five, I"ve got to be in ny room
pl aying the classics. |1've studied
for years...Momwants that to be ny
career.
LUCI ANNA

Yeah, but woul dn't they be proud of
you doi ng ot her things?

CASSY
Not ny nother or father. The band
is like The Great Escape to ne.
This is something I want to do.
When | saw your ad at school,
Tobey, | knew | had to try.

Tobey perks up.

CASSY (CONT' D)
I"ve never played this type of
nmusi ¢ before or played in a band
before. I wanted to |l earn and
be...you know. ..

JODbY
One of the crowd.

Cassy wat ches Tobey chuckl e.

CASSY
Yeah. When | play at parties, |
| ower the horns froma w ndow on
strings.

TOBEY
So that's why you freaked out when
your mom waited up for you after
the party at Jolly lke's.



CASSY
And that's why | gave nmy horns to
Jody. .. have you guys ever heard of
Toots Coughlin?

TOBEY
I think he's a fambus D xi el and
trunpet player.

CASSY
Ri ght...see, he was ny grandfather.

BETSEY
You' re ki ddi ng!

CASSY
I"mnot! But don't even nention him
to ny nother. See, he was fanous,
all right...so fanous he never knew
his famly was alive.

Bet sey shakes her head "yes."

CASSY (CONT' D)
At | east according to Mom Spent
half his life on the road, the
other half in bars. Mom says one
ti me, she was hanging onto himand
he was draggi ng her hal fway down
the street.

Tobey's nod is a sl ow one.

CASSY ( CONT' D)
As he was about to pull out of town
again, with her scream ng and
yelling and crying and beggi ng him
not to go.

Luci anna breat hes heavily.

CASSY ( CONT' D)
He finally got his recognition
after he died in 1965...but ny
not her still didn't appreciate him

Cassy shakes her head sideways.

CASSY ( CONT' D)
Whien | was seven and starting to
bang on the piano and starting to
play toy horns, begging for a real
horn, she got upset.

110.
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BETSEY
Yep.

CASSY
Anyway, Momlet ne
study. ..cl assical.

TOBEY
(to Cassy)
| guess she thought you'd end up
like Toots if you played in a band
with your buddies.

JODY
Well, since we've got a couple of
weekends to tune up for, we can
t ake precautions...mybe we can al
start wearing bonnets.

TOBEY
They won't recogni ze you, Cass. A
m | 1lion-to-one odds.

Cassy stares in space for a few seconds.

CASSY
| really don't want to quit your
band.

JODY
Good!

Cassy, Betsey, Lucianna, and K. D. AD LI B goodbyes on the way
out of the office.

JODY ( CONT' D)
That's great, Tobey.

TOBEY
Yeah. But |'ve gotta ask you
sonet hi ng, Jody.

JODbY
Yeah?

TOBEY
Did you know all al ong about Cassy?

JOoDY
Not all al ong.



TOBEY
Just when you started becom ng
friends, huh?

JODY
| couldn't spill the beans when she
asked me not to. | didn't really

want to keep secrets from you,
Tobey, but it really wasn't ny
secret...it was Cassy's.

TOBEY
| under st and.

JOoDY
And besi des, would you tell your
friends you' re a genius?

TOBEY
She's a geni us?
JODY
She studies with...l forget

who. .. but soneday, everybody'l
hear about her...everybody.

TOBEY
Everybody, huh?
JODY
You're not mad at me, are you,
Tobey? Are we still friends?
TOBEY
W're still friends...Jody, we were

great today, weren't we?

Jody and Tobey | eave the office.

MONTAGE SEQUENCE

EXT. KUEHLS' HOUSE - N GHT

The area around this nbdest

I NT. KUEHLS' BASEMENT - NI GHT

house teens with cars.

112.

Jody wat ches Cassy sneak in the house through the basenent

door.

The drunmer hel ps the horn player up the stairs.

(Both girls wear bonnets and 1890s dresses.)
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I NT. KUEHLS' LI VING ROOM - NI GHT

Wth Thunpers playing nunbers |ike "M ssissippi Rag," the
party's a success.

K. D. hands Margery a business card. They shake hands.
A smling Margery passes the card to HER GUESTS.
EXT. KLIMENTS HOUSE - N GAT

Brad lives in this bigger, nice-looking abode not too far
fromthe Kuehl famly's place.

I NT. KLIMENTS' LIVING ROOM - N GHT

This tine, at another party, Thunpers wear various shirt-
sl acks conbi nations along with slouch hats.

When the band finishes "Trilby Rag," Brad and H S FATHER
(50s) gesture to PARTYGOERS...and head upstairs.

SAME SCENE - A BIT LATER

Brad and his dad cone back downstairs...with THE REST OF THE
FAM LY (Brad's four siblings...all in pajanmas).

And Thunpers junp into "Peacherine Rag."
END MONTAGE

EXT. SCOITS HOUSE - DAY
A HEAVI LY- DRESSED COUPLE wal k by on this frigid January day.
I NT. SCOTTS LIVING ROOM - DAY

Joe Bob watches TV from a | ounge chair when Tobey
enters...with a wad of noney in her grip.

TOBEY
Her e, Dad.

JOE BOB
(eyebal 1ing the stash)
Senat obia...what's this?

TOBEY
I owe you this for that old upright
you bought ne.

Joe Bob raises his eyeballs and now eyebal | s Tobey.
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JCE BOB
That's a | ot of bread, Tobey.

TOBEY
Yes, it is.
(hands noney to Joe Bob)
Thanks for backing ne.

A surprised-and-delighted Joe Bob accepts the |oot.
JCE BOB
Tobey...you' re a fine, upstandin'
young womran.

He gi ves her a kiss.

TOBEY
Thanks, Dad.
JCE BOB
Tobey, | want you to take out the
garbage. It's in a bag near the
back door.
TOBEY
(noddi ng)

Al'l right, Dad.
Tobey wal ks toward the back door.
I NT. SCOTTS GARAGE - DAY

The five ragtinmers take a break fromrehearsal.

CASSY

Tobey, |'ve really got the bl ues.
TOBEY

Wy ?
CASSY

My parents said how nice it was
was getting invited to all these
parties.

BETSEY
And it is.

CASSY
But | feel qguilty.

BETSEY
You ain't doing nothing wong.
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LUCI ANNA
(to Betsey)
You oughta know.

Bet sey eyebal | s Luci anna before turning back to Cassy.

BETSEY
I nean it, Cass. You're not doing
anyt hing wong...just making an
honest buck pl aying nusic and
having fun. If your folks can't see
that, then it's their problem not

yours.

CASSY
That's what | keep telling nyself,
but | still feel guilty...not

guilty enough to quit, though!

Tobey observes Betsey's huge smle.

BETSEY
By the way...have to ask you
sonet hi ng.
TOBEY
Ask me what ?
BETSEY
A favor.
TOBEY
kay.
BETSEY
It's a big favor.
TOBEY
kay.
BETSEY
You probably won't wanna do it.
LUCI ANNA
Probably not, Betsey.
JODY
What is it?
BETSEY

Forget it.
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JODY
Bet sey. ..
CASSY
You can tell us.
BETSEY
Nah. . .
TOBEY
El i zabet h!
BETSEY
It's ny brother..
JODY
Bet sey, spill the beans.
BETSEY
It's his birthday next week.
TOBEY
You want to get hima present?
BETSEY
Sort of.
TOBEY
What kind of present?
BETSEY
Maybe we can play for him..at the
jail. If they'd let us...which they

probably won't.
Dead silence for a few nonents...until
JODY
A concert at the jail! That's a
great idea!
EXT. M NNESOTA AVENUE - '83 FORD VAN - DAY
Greg's van heads away from downtown Sioux Falls.

I NT. FORD VAN - DAY

On this February day, Cassy, Jody, K D., Lucianna, Tobey, and
a worried Betsey wear their school clothes and wi nter coats.

BETSEY
You think the place'll be big
enough? Is there enough |ighting?
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BETSEY( CONT' D)

| hope those anps'I| carry...hope
we | ook right. Boy.

LUCI ANNA
Knock it off, Betsey. W' ve done it
bef ore.

BETSEY
Not for Ellis.

CASSY
We'll be very, very good for this
one, Betsey. W'I|l never be this

good agai n.

TOBEY
Cassy...don't say that!

EXT. SOUTH DAKOTA STATE PEN TENTI ARY - DAY

Thi s form dabl e-1 ooki ng prison farm stands across the street
fromthe Sioux Falls Minicipal Airport.

I NT. PENI TENTI ARY CORRI DOR - DAY

Greg and the teenagers go through |arge glass doors and netal
gates...then nust put their gear through a netal
detector...as if across the street at the airport.

The six visitors nmust enpty their pockets and turn in their
purses (if they've got any purses).

It all makes five teens and one adult | ook unconfortabl e.
Bet sey' s the exception.

K.D., Geg, and the band wal k through two nore gates;
finally, the seven arrive at the:

I NT. PENI TENTI ARY GYM - DAY
They wal k into a huge, enpty gym
SAME SCENE - A BIT LATER

Fender bass in her hands, Betsey stands atop a piano bench
t hat Tobey stands next to on the bandstand.

The twosone | ook out at a gym packed with | NVATES and
STAFF. . . and Betsey recogni zes her brother ELLI S HEMM NGSEN
(28). He's got yet to react to Betsey's presence, though.

Betsey junps off the bench; Tobey noves it over to a 1960- 84
studi o pi ano whose hamers are exposed.
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El sewhere on the bandstand, Cassy (with her several horns),
Jody (behind her drum set), and Lucianna (guitar in hands)
tune up.

Tobey takes a seat on the piano bench, where she AD LIBS a
prayer...that casually-dressed NORM VWENDRYHOSKI (60s), the
jail's chaplain, breaks up

NORM

(into m ke)
Let's give a big round of appl ause

for...Thunpers!

Norm | eaves the stage while the gymrocks with appl ause. Wen
the cheers die, Thunpers launch a ragged-up version of "Happy
Birthday to You."

FULL BAND
(singing, too)
Happy birthday to you,/ Happy
birthday to you,/Happy birthday,
dear Ellis...

Ellis rises fromhis seat in the bleachers...and slaps his
cheek in happy disbelief.

FULL BAND ( CONT' D)
Happy birthday to youuuu!

Ellis receives stares from an appl audi ng audi ence.

ELLI S
Ch, nman...oh, man...

SAME SCENE - NI NETY M NUTES LATER

The ragtine teens tear the gymdown with "Kitten on the
Keys, " where Tobey plays that 1960-84 piano...and Jody and
Luci anna play a 1890-1929 upright piano whose hamrers al so
stand exposed.

The setup finds Cassy on druns and a smling Betsey on bass.

Now t he gig ends...the audience appl auds...the teens wave and
t he crowd waves back...Norm waves back, too.

BETSEY
Thanks, you guys, thanks!

TOBEY
(eyebal I'i ng Bet sey)
Sure was fun...loved it.
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Betsey's face shows an even w der smle.
SAME SCENE - A BIT LATER

AN OFFI CER goes straight to Normand the jail's warden, JAMES
UNTERMEYER (50s) .

James frowns, nods, then |l eaves the gym..while Tobey, Jody,
Luci anna, Cassy, Betsey, K D., and Geg drink orange juice.

TOBEY ( CONT' D)
Where' d the warden go? Sonet hi ng

happen?
NORM

You're really sharp, Tobey.
TOBEY

Well, I've never been to jail

before. Just wanted to see if it's
like it is on TV.

JODY
Where is the warden?

NORM
Not hi ng seri ous happened, Tobey and
Jody. Nothing big...at |east not
t oday. ..except, we think, an
appendicitis. One of the nmen
col | apsed on the way back to his
cell.

BETSEY
Ellis?

NORM
No. Soneone el se.

TOBEY
VWhew!

Geg, KD, and the five Thunpers collect their instruments
whil e AD LI BBED comments fromthe inmates fill the gym

Now a gate opens. Thunpers and their two-person entourage
nove against the wall as TWO MEN carry a stretcher through
t he door.

TOBEY ( CONT' D)
Norm if it wasn't for Ellis,
Bet sey woul dn't have started
pl ayi ng the bass.
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NORM
(with a | augh)
Everybody here knows that, Tobey!

James addresses DENNI'S MJJI CA (40s).

JAMVES
So it was an appendicitis, huh,
Doc?

DENNI S

It was an appendicitis.
Dennis smles at the ragtimers...but it withers away at once.

DENNI S ( CONT' D)
Cassy?

Thi ngs | ook awkward for a few seconds.

CASSY
Dad!

EXT. COUGHLI N- MJUJI CAS' HOUSE - DAY
The sidewal k in front of the house is neatly shovel ed.
I NT. CASSY'S BEDROOM - DAY

Cassy and Tobey sit on the fornmer's bed in this nicely-
appoi nted room

TOBEY
What was your dad doi ng there?

CASSY
It was an energency. They called
him He used to work there once a
week when we noved here from New
Jersey, but he hasn't since
1978...1 guess they couldn't reach
the regul ar- -

TOBEY
What happens now?
CASSY
I don't know. Al | knowis |I'm
grounded 'til...Bob Dyl an dies!
TOBEY

Cassy- -
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CASSY
No, | ook, Tobey. On this one, Mns
as stubborn as the head of the KKK
| hate to fight her on it because
she only remenbers the lousy life
she thinks she had.

The two mnusicians just sit in silence for a nonent.
Then Tobey bangs her hands together in inspiration.

CASSY ( CONT' D)
Wait a mnute. You're not--

TOBEY
| promised | wouldn't stay too
| ong.

Tobey bounds out of the room

I NT. COUGHLI N-MJJI CAS' BASEMENT - FAM LY ROOM - DAY

Tobey saunters into this cozy, richly-decorated room..where
Denni s and Wesl ey (both seated on a sofa) watch A BASKETBALL
GAME on TV.

It's now halftine...and Tobey | ooks scared.

DENNI S
Tobey. .. funny you |ike basketball

Tobey nods as she takes a seat on the sofa.

VEESLEY
Sonet hi ng wr ong?
TOBEY
l...well, | realize this is a sore

spot with you and Cassy...and |
don't want to even appear to | ook
like I"'mtrying to do your job..

Wesl ey shakes her head "no."

TOBEY ( CONT' D)
I've got a few al buns by Wnton
Marsalis...and every tine | |isten
to them | wonder how his parents
feel about himchoosing both jazz
and cl assi cal nusic.

Wesl ey and Dennis | ook at each other, then at Tobey.



TOBEY ( CONT' D)
At | east Cassy's not a punk rocker.
Not too many punk-rock trunpeters
around.

DENNI S
Tobey, the second half of the
basketbal | game starts in a few
m nutes. Wuld you pl ease get to
t he point?

TOBEY
["mtrying.
(shruggi ng)
Besi des, with North Carolina ahead
of Georgia Tech, 65-26, it's
basically over.

Tobey catches a deep breath.

TOBEY ( CONT' D)
| guess what I'mtrying to say
is...well, what Cassy's going
t hrough and what you went through,
M's. Coughlin-Mijica, when you were
Cassy's age...they're two different
t hi ngs.

Wesl ey nods.

TOBEY ( CONT' D)
And besi des, Cassy's the type you'd
never catch spending half her life
in bars.

Tobey frowns.

Thunpers'’

TOBEY ( CONT' D)
Sure, |'mnot her npother, but |
think she's too nice for that. Got
a good head on her shoul ders.

WESLEY
Tobey, she |ied about the parties!
TOBEY
In a way. But | just wish you
coul d' ve seen...well, she really

enj oyed playing those parties.

| eader shakes her head sideways.

122.
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TOBEY ( CONT' D)
Anot her thing she told ne is that
bei ng exposed to other forns of
musi ¢ than classical...in her
case...hel ps her out. 'Cause
there's good and bad in every kind
of music.

Wesl ey and Dennis listen nore intently than before.

TOBEY ( CONT' D)
| think she'd like to tell you
that...and if | were in your
shoes...|l'd never fit those shoes,
of course...|l'd at |least |isten.

Tobey rises fromthe couch and heads for the stairs.

TOBEY ( CONT' D)
Thanks for letting me cone, Dr.
Mijica and Ms. Coughlin-
Mij i ca...you' ve got a good
daught er.

Denni s and Wesl ey watch Tobey wal k up the stairs...then
Wesl ey follows her.

VESLEY
Wai t!

I NT. COUGHLI N- MJJI CAS' BASEMENT - STAI RS
Wesl ey runs up the stairs to catch up to Tobey.
WESLEY
Cassandra and | will have that
t al k!
Tobey turns around and flashes Wsley a huge snile.

I NT. SCOITS GARAGE - DAY

Tobey (at that old upright), Lucianna (with the banjo), Jody
(on those drums), and Betsey (doing bass runs) rehearse.

TOBEY
Vell, let's get going. | think we
can get used to not having a horn.

Tobey takes the | ead as the band works on Jay Roberts' "The
Entertainer's Rag."

After sixteen bars...Cassy, horn cases and all, wal ks inside.
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Bet sey, Jody, and Luci anna stop playing...and Tobey stops a
bar | ater.

Cassy opens her trombone case while she stares at the four
stunned nusi ci ans.

JODY
We. . .thought you were through as a
Thunper .

CASSY

My nother and | had a talKk.
Four shocked teens watch Cassy put her tronbone together.
CASSY ( CONT' D)

We agreed to sone concessions, and
"Il be able to continue as a

Thunper...but 1've still got to
work on ny classics once hone...in
fact, I'mto work an extra hour on

t he cl assi cs.
Jody's the only Thunper who breathes relief.

CASSY (CONT' D)
Tobey. ..

TOBEY
I know. Take it...from..the top.

Al'l five Thunpers start over on "The Entertainer's Rag."
FREEZE FRAME when Cassy | aunches a tronbone sol o.
FADE QOUT.
THE END



