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Logline

Following the theft of an original Jane 
Austen novel, a stuck-up aristocratic 
detective is forced to team up with a 
smart yet prejudiced librarian, only to find 
that love doesn’t go by the book.



Introduction

“Library Larceny” is a rom-com feature 
with a dash of crime celebrating Jane 
Austen’s novels and the importance of 
overcoming bias and accepting help in a 
world that is quick to judge someone 
based on first impressions.  

Featuring a diverse set of characters, 
smart literary references and beautiful 
settings, this feature in the vein of “Pride 
and Prejudice” meets “The Thomas 
Crowne Affairs” celebrates Britain’s 
unique literary history by showing that 
even today, Jane Austen’s stories are still 
of social relevance.



Main Characters

Viscount Henry Steventon (early 40s): Born in a wealthy family, this recently 
separated detective takes pride in working hard to get a desired promotion, only to 
learn that accepting help is not a sign of weakness, but one of an open heart. 

Beth George (mid-30s): This outgoing yet not very emphatic librarian is often too 
smart for her own good and has to learn to read the cues that will lead to a happy 
end as described in her beloved books. 

Charles Howard (early 50s): Proud of his aristocratic roots, this self-made American 
collector has his eyes on his favourite author’s original novels, making him the 
prime suspect in a criminal investigation. 

Zoe (early 30s): Talented yet struggling bi-sexual Zoe picks up on some important 
information from her flatmate that leads her to come up with a plan to get out of her 
financial predicament while making the most use of her artistic talent.



In today’s London, heartbroken and aristocratic detective Henry is settling into his new 
home when he gets called to investigate the theft of an original Jane Austen novel. 
Despite his preference to work alone, his pressuring boss sends the smart yet rather 
unempathetic literary expert Beth to his aid who happens to be an outspoken critic of the 
British class system. They meet at the scene of the crime, only to find out that the stolen 
book has been replaced with a perfect copy. Learning that the original is highly sought 
after by collectors, Henry starts to investigate without Beth.  
While Beth laments to her sister Cassie and her artistically talented girlfriend Zoe about 
Henry’s inability to accept her help, Henry has dinner with his demanding yet loving 
parents who have a hard time accepting his decision to work for a living instead of 
settling with a wife and carry on the family’s legacy. 

Synopsis
Act I



Shortly after Beth finds out that the theft wasn’t a one-off and informs Henry about it. 
Together they visit an auction expecting to find the culprit flogging off one of the stolen 
novels where they meet the American Anglophile Howard who happens to be a vivid 
collector of Jane Austen’s original prints. Howard and Beth hit it off, raising Henry’s 
suspicion that she is involved in the heists given her expertise in rare books. However, 
Henry agrees to accompany Beth to Howard’s Regency-style party at his home in the 
hope of finding out more. On the night of the event, Henry finds himself torn as he falls 
for Beth, while she increasingly becomes more suspicious of Henry’s background. 
Following an unsuccessful stake-out in Howard’s private library, Henry makes a move on 
Beth, but, much to her dismay, cops out at the last moment. 
The following morning Beth and her flatmates google Henry and find out about his family. 
Beth realizes she has feelings for him despite his background, but is unsure whether he 
reciprocates them giving her difficulties in interpreting people’s manners. Henry and Beth 
meet to discuss the case but clash as Henry reveals his suspicions about her involvement 
in the thefts while she reproaches him for not being honest about his heritage. After 
telling Beth off for being prejudiced against aristocrats, Beth accuses him of being too 
proud to accept her help, and they part ways.

Synopsis
Act II



Act III
Synopsis

Henry decides to visit his parents at his loathed childhood home to clear his head when 
he learns that he was mistaken about Beth’s potential involvement. He finds a manuscript 
that once belonged to Jane Austen in his parent’s attic and decides to give it to Beth as 
an apology. At the same time, Beth has a heart-to-heart with Zoe about her inability to 
empathise with other people and learns that her flatmate has been struggling financially 
for a while. Henry arrives at Beth’s flat and gifts her the manuscript. Much to their 
surprise, it turns out to be Austen’s last chapter of her unfinished novel “Sanditon”. Given 
the value of this rare find, Henry comes up with a plan to set a trap for Howard to catch 
him red-handed and asks Beth for help, to which she agrees.  
While watching over the public exhibit of the manuscript at Oxford, Beth tells Henry about 
her flatmate’s situation, leading him to conclude that Zoe must be the culprit as she had 
the means and the opportunity to steal Jane Austen’s books. As Beth is grasping the 
possibility that her friend is behind the thefts, Zoe sneaks into the exhibition and steals 
the manuscript right under their nose. However, Henry and Beth notice her in time and 
chase Zoe across town until her car falls into the river Themes. Beth finds Zoe and the 
manuscript submerged in the water and decides to rescue her at the cost of losing the 
valuable gift. Henry immediately dives for the manuscript to prove his love and 
trustworthiness to Beth, only to find it irrevocably destroyed. Despite being cross for 
stealing from her, the two friends make up as Beth learns to sympathize with Zoe’s 
difficult situation. As Henry and Beth bring back the original novels to the libraries, Henry 
comes to accept that love doesn’t go by the book and asks Beth to marry him.



- Henry

Eton.

- Henry

School.

- Beth

Where did you learn to dance like that?

- Beth

Elementary?



Mood Board







- Beth

I’d rather have a written person turned 
to mush than a real one.
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About the Screenwriter

Alana is a Swiss-Australian citizen with a 
background in financial crime compliance 
who specializes in writing feature film 
scripts in the genres of crime, action, 
comedy, and romance. Her stories are 
driven by complex yet relatable 
characters, engaging the audience with 
sharp dialogues and current themes. Self-
motivated and committed to developing 
original material, she gained recognition 
in multiple screenwriting competitions.



- Henry

You know, the value isn’t in the gift itself. 
It’s in the memory of it.
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