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Book of the Month

A suspense thriller by David Miller

Logline: "Inadvertently embedding a clandestine code in his
latest novel, an unsuspecting middle-aged author spirals into a
race against the clock to locate a hidden covert agent in Russia—
the only hope to defuse a looming nuclear showdown."



The Hook

* Synopsis: After accidentally
encoding a date in his novel that
activates a dormant nuclear threat,
Robert Cain, a grieving author, is
plunged into a deadly world of
espionage. The only way to prevent
the bomb’s detonation is by
uncovering the identity of a Russian
covert agent embedded in the
Kremlin—a nearly impossible task
that becomes a race against time.




Key Characters

 Robert Cain: Protagonist. A writer grieving his wife’s death, unknowingly caughtin a
web of espionage.

* Merrill Hallstrom: CEO of Hallstrom Publishing, a mysterious man with a past linked
to Cold War secrets.

* Stephanie Howard: Junior editor with a shared romantic interest with Robert, later
murdered under mysterious circumstances.

* Sister Margaret: A nun who becomes an unlikely confidante, offering moments of
guidance in Robert’s journey.



Themes

* Espionage and Betrayal: The Cold War’s silent power struggles resurface as Robert
navigates a conspiracy embedded in his own work.

 Redemption and Survival: Robert’s journey to survive and find redemption while
coming to terms with loss.

* Reality vs. Fiction: Examines the blurred lines between historical truth and fiction,
exploring how narratives can have real-life consequences.



Plot Highlights

* Inciting Incident: Robert inadvertently encodes a date in his book, activating a
dormant spy protocol.

* Twist: The death of Stephanie, revealing the stakes of Robert’s hidden connection to
an old espionage mission.

* Climax: Robert attempts to navigate and confront the Russian spy network and stop
the hidden threat.

* Resolution: With his identity fractured, Robert takes drastic steps to vanish,
continuing his life as a fugitive with the burden of deadly knowledge.



Visual Style & Tone

* Visual Style: Atmospheric, with Cold War-era
shadowed scenes, gritty urban settings, and
intimate close-ups to emphasize tension.

* Tone: Tense, introspective, and suspenseful,

with moments of dark humor and noir-inspired
melancholy.




Comparables

* Films: The Bourne Identity, Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy, Three Days of the Condor.
e Shows: The Americans, Homeland.

* Novels: The Chancellor Manuscript.



Target Audience

* Demographics: 25-55, thriller enthusiasts, fans of espionage and historical fiction.

* Appeal: Viewers interested in Cold War history, mystery thrillers, and character-
driven espionage dramas.



Why This Film Now?

* Timely Themes: As modern tensions echo Cold War dynamics, Book of the Month

offers a fresh perspective on the hidden consequences of unresolved conflicts and
buried secrets.

* Unique Perspective: Blending fiction and history, the screenplay draws readers into
a world where writing itself becomes a weapon.



CO nta Ct * Author: David Miller
. * Contact: dm36415@gmail.com, 479-282-4161
Information gma
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